Biography - J A M E S   S H E R L O C K

	James was born in New Zealand and began playing classical guitar at the age of 7. After moving to Australia he attended the QLD Conservatorium of Music in ’92, studying classical guitar.  James relocated to Melbourne in ’93 and stayed there 10 years, playing and recording with Melbourne’s best players including Scott Tinkler, Barney McAll, Joe Chindamo and Allan Browne.

Since moving back to Brisbane James has concentrated on his own solo, trio and quartet projects as well as a duo with Sydney vocalist Kristin Berardi. James and Kristin recorded their first CD in 2006 and toured Europe in 2007 culminating in a performance at the Montreux Jazz Festival, James also accompanied Kristin when she was awarded the 2007 Freedman Fellowship at the Sydney Opera House.  James also performs in Brisbane with “The Local Group” with drummer Ken Edie and pianist Steve Newcomb.

The James Sherlock Trio also featured on the TV series “The Pulse” on ABCTV

In Brisbane James has performed with many touring artists including Dale Barlow, James Morrison and Bernie McGann and international visitors Sheila Jordan (US) Martin Taylor (UK) and trumpeter Ingrid Jensen (US) 

Recent highlights include being invited by Sydney’s “Jazzgroove Mothership Orchestra” to perform Ed Partyka’s (US/Germany) “Continental Call” a concerto for jazz guitar and jazz orchestra and performing in the 2008 “Java Jazz Festival” in Jakarta with the Kristin Berardi Band.

James has also played with a diverse range of artists including The Australian Chamber Orchestra, The Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Katie Noonan, Joe Camilleri and US film composer Howard Shore.
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Recent festival performance highlights include-

Montreux Jazz Festival

Java Jazz Festival

Wangaratta Festival.

Melbourne International Festival

Christchurch International Jazz Festival

Valley Jazz Festival
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	Awards include the “1997 Ike Isaacs International Jazz Guitar Award” , a Freedman Fellowship nomination in 2005 and his duo album with Kristin Berardi “If You Were There” won Best Australian Jazz Vocal Album at the Australian Jazz Awards known as “The Bells” in April 2010

James plays a custom Hancock archtop guitar.


	“Watermark - This could be exhibit A in the case that some of the world's most exciting jazz is being made in Australia. Slashing colours and jolting rhythms transfix you from the outset, and the levels of invention and ardour ensure the captivation does not flag”

John Shand-SMH

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

“This landmark album lifts the profile of young Brisbane guitarist James Sherlock to national signifigance” (4 stars)

John McBeath-The Australian
	James has recorded 4 CDs as leader-

“James Sherlock Trio” Self titled debut-1998- on    the Jazzhead label

“James Sherlock Trio-Vol 2”-1999

“James Sherlock Quintet-Southwall”-2001- Jazzhead

“James Sherlock Quartet-Watermark”-2006-on the Pinnacles label with Scott Tinkler, Simon Barker and Brett Hirst.




