
London based rapper Eneeks is the youngest of 4 brothers in which, the 
sounds of Soul, Rare Groove, Reggae and Jazz often perforated his 
Caribbean home whilst growing up. His brothers then introduced him to Hip 
Hop and thereby opening up a young boy to a new culture rich in creativity 
and passion. 
Eneeks’ first foray onto the music scene occurred in 2006 with ‘Soul Selling’; 
a powerful debut mixtape 
that introduced his musical 
talents to a wider audience. 
A few years down the line; 
Eneeks released ‘Life as I 
Know It’, and ‘Darkness 
Before The Dawn’ mixtapes 
– becoming respected as 
an artist who uniquely 
pinpoints themes of love, 
l o s s , r e d e m p t i o n , 
relationships and street life 
via his lyricism.  
In 2014, Eneeks dropped 
his first official LP, ‘Retro 
Soul’ and made a decision 
to expand his musical 
repertoire by adding a 5-
p i e c e b a n d t o h i s 
ensemble.  His latest 
project ‘Dreammaker’ is 
Eneeks’ first live EP. This 
time around, he writes with 
the purpose of exploring the choices one makes in order to realise success 
or encounter failure. !!
We caught up with the neo-soul hip-hop artist this week to explore his 
musical beginnings as well as unpacking his present work… 
Hello Eneeks, welcome to the British Blacklist. First of all, could you explain 
your truly unique moniker? 
Hello British Blacklist, thank you very much for having me. From the start of my 
career I wanted to give people a true reflection of who I am and what I stand for in 
music. Talking about topics and expressing my inner thoughts are conversations I 
usually wouldn’t have with everyday people in my life. Being passionate with music 
gave me a platform and my self-expression became a true reflection of me as an 
artist, so in true artistic form I wanted to give people a true reflection of my name as 
well. Eneeks is the reverse of my family surname Skeene and I decided to use it as 
a platform for me to display my honesty and to describe the reflection of my inner 
thoughts. !!



Was your powerful debut mixtape ‘Soul Selling’ essentially a labour of love? 
Soul Selling was my first debut mixtape, and like most artists you want to put your 
heart and soul into your projects. Working seven days a week and then recording at 
night time became my labour of love, and the ethos behind my first music outlet. 
Pouring your heart and soul into a product and then selling it is what most 
successful artists in this day and age go through the majority of the time. The 
constant struggle between artistic creation and business is a relationship that has 
always existed, so I wanted to make a statement through my title to capture that 
feeling. Bottling your soul for the first time within a product of 19 songs and then 
releasing it to the world online was a introduction of my true self at that stage of my 
life, so I found Soul Selling to be a very fitting title to use. !!
You seem to enjoy mixing styles and are an eclectic musician not overly 
concerned with labels and being pigeonholed. Is this a fair assessment of 
your sound? 
Yes that is very true TBB, we all know everyone has feelings and emotions that are 
complicated, insightful and not necessarily black and white. We as human beings 
are complicated creatures but we also like to categorise things and feelings to basic 
ideas that we can all grasp. With music I feel exactly the same. If I like the feelings, 
emotions and ideas the music brings I will express myself on it, the music does not 
necessarily have to be strictly Hip Hop orientated. This in essence was how Hip 
Hop was created in the first place, by mixing and looping the cool parts of the song 
whether the track genre is jazz, funk or country. Hence the ideas behind the 
mixtapes ‘Life As I Know it’ and ‘Darkness before the Dawn’, I wanted to use a 
range of songs that varied from indie to electro as a backdrop to define different 
moods, feelings and ideas. I am still learning and growing, finding my feet as an 
artist, and I’m trying to be open as possible with my integrity in check. I feel the 
more lyrical, open and expressive I become, the more people gravitate towards my 
music. The creative journey that I’m on with my current EP feels like a good one, 
and in all honesty feels like home, so who knows how my next project will define 
me as an artist I just hope people enjoy my musical journey as much as I am right 
now. !!
What kind of message do you attempt to proliferate via your music? 
I want to project honesty through my music by being able to talk about things in life 
that affect everyday people whether it’s positive or negative attributes. As a young 
black male growing up in London most stereotypes have to be broken on a daily 
basis, so my aim is for my music to stand for a product of truth. In life I haven’t lived 
on the wrong side of the tracks, but I also haven’t been a saint so hopefully this will 
give an interesting concept of what my music is about. I’ve been taught from an 
early age to be an ambassador of my own thoughts, and by being a spokesperson 
of my feelings through music I feel entitled to deliver a message behind every 
project I do. A lot of people describe my music as life rhymes or Hip Hop for grown 
ups…only time will tell if these statements are true. 



!  
What is your impression of the current UK music landscape? 
I feel the British music industry still needs to grow, the UK music landscape has 
developed in the recent years with the emergence of grime artist making the 
transition into Hip Hop, which is great but I honestly don’t fit into most of the 
scenes. With the exception of a few new artists I feel the industry is still playing safe 
and scared of taking chances. Even with the now commonly labelled urban scene 
the UK music industry are still jumping on the bandwagon. I’ve been exposed to 
such a large group of UK talent through gigs and showcases, and there is a serious 
underground of great artists performing, but this is a complete contrast of what I 
hear and see everyday on UK radio and cable music channels. I believe that most 
of the UK labels have not got a grasp of what really is going on music wise. I do not 
watch the Brits or Mobo award shows cause I feel I am not really missing anything. 
Hopefully things change for the better next year. !!
You now incorporate a five-piece band for your live shows. Do you play any 
instruments? 
Unfortunately I do not play anything, which is a shame. My parents had a piano and 
guitar in my house for years when I was younger hoping that me or one of my 
brothers would play one day. None of us did and I am now regretting not asking for 
lessons ’cause it would of made much more of an easy transitions when becoming 
an artist working with a band and creating Dreammaker. As a rapper you only learn 
to write lyrics by counting bars, and that is as technical as it gets if you’re not 
interested in the production side of things. Now dealing with a band and working 
with live musicians, I see there is a whole new world of music terminology that I’m 
trying to understand. It is good that I’m still learning but I feel I could have been 
more prepared for my life calling. !!



Tell us a bit about the concept of your Live EP ‘Dreammaker’… 
The whole concept of Dreammaker was created through the intention of me always 
wanting to make live music. When I started to perform at gigs with a live band I did 
not have the financial freedom or creative space to recreate and record that sound 
from scratch. So when the opportunity presented itself, it was me making my 
dreams come true. Live music for me is like music sonically moving from 2D into a 
3D space. The sound depicted many describe as a neo soul, native tongue, organic 
feel, and this is the music in which I’ve always been influenced by. In regards to the 
concept and subject matter Dreammaker is all about the dreams and nightmares 
we are all capable of making through our own conception of what success and 
failure is. !!
When and where can supporters experience Dreammaker? 
People can support Dreammaker through any good digital platform. iTunes, 
Shazam, Soundcloud, Spotfiy, Bandcamp, atummanagement.com and my website 
Eneeks.com to name a few. It will be out from November 15th 2014. !!
Without thinking too long, your top 3 inspirational LP’s of all-time are? 
Nas – Ill Matic 
Marvin Gaye – I want you 
Common – Like water for chocolate !!
When and where are you next performing live? 
I will be performing at a secret location in London on the 15th November to mark 
the release of my new EP. From then I’ll be going on gigging in and around the UK. 
We are still working out tour dates so I have no idea where the first stop is going to 
be, but all will be revealed on my website in a few weeks or catch me on 
@Eneeks or Facebook – Eneeks Retro. !!
What are you doing once this interview is over? 
After this interview I’m going to the supermarket to buy food for the week, and then 
I’m looking for a new part time job. If I have enough energy left I’ll do some 
exercises then watch a film. I told you I was honest. 
Catch a sample of Eneeks unique sound via Soundcloud: https://
soundcloud.com/eneeks 
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