
 
 
 
 
 

11-Year-Old Piano Prodigy Joey Alexander from Indonesia 
Signs to Motéma Music for Worldwide Recording Deal 

* * * 
Recently Featured on NBC and at Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Gala,  

Alexander Will Perform October 24 at Jazz Foundation of America’s 
Fall Benefit Gala at The Apollo Theater 

  
  
 
[ October 20, 2014]    A native of Bali, Joey Alexander taught himself to play piano by 
age 7. His family soon realized they had a jazz genius on their hands and moved to 
Jakarta to increase Joey's opportunities. By listening to classic jazz albums his father 
shared with him, this young boy absorbed the essence of jazz and began amazing people 
worldwide, including jazz idols Herbie Hancock, Wynton Marsalis and Chick Corea, 
who each provided early enthusiastic support. Now, at age 11, Alexander has signed an 
exclusive worldwide recording deal with the maverick, multi-Grammy-nominated 
Motéma Music label in New York City, home to many jazz piano stars including Geri 
Allen, Monty Alexander and Marc Cary. 
 
I like jazz because there's freedom and expression. The music of jazz is here in New York, 
so I'm really happy to join Motéma, shared Alexander, who is recording his debut now. 
 
CEO/Founder Jana Herzen of Motéma commented, It's incredibly rare to come across 
someone like Joey. At such a young age, he has astonishing technique and has his own 
sound. Plus he revels in the music, and people feel that passion he has and are 
responding to it. We're looking forward to hearing what he creates in the studio with his 
young band, Russell Hall and Sammy Miller, and with guests Larry Grenadier and 
Ulysses Owens. We're also excited at the prospect of where Joey is going to take jazz and 
what's ahead for him as an artist. 
 



 
 
 
The world has taken great note of this phenomenal young pianist. He has performed in 
front of President Clinton and other luminaries at the Arthur Ashe Gala, and for this 
year's Jazz at Lincoln Center's annual gala fundraiser at the invitation of Wynton 
Marsalis. A recent performance at University of the District of Columbia blew up 
Facebook, attracting hundreds of thousands of views. He's been featured at festivals 
including Jakarta's International Java Jazz Festival and won the Grand Prix in the 1st 
International Festival Contest of Jazz Improvisation in Odessa, Ukraine, in 2013. 
Worldwide media have shared his story, most recently NBC News New York, which 
featured his concert with Juilliard students to raise money to allow him to stay New York 
City.  
  
Fortunately the concert was successful, as Alexander has been granted a three-year O1 
visa, granted to people with "extraordinary ability." He plans to stay in New York City to 
continue honing his jazz chops in the jazz capital of the world. Alexander will take the 
Apollo Theater stage next for the Jazz Foundation of America’s fall gala on October 24 
helmed by guest emcee Bruce Willis and honoring Herbie Hancock. 
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