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Frank  Yamma  is  regarded  by  many  as  one  of  Australia’s  most  significant  
Indigenous songwriters and performers. When Yamma sings, you listen 
and travel with him. An initiated Pitjantjatjara man from Australia's central 
desert, he sings in his native language and English. His mighty songs, 
magical guitar playing and deeply arresting voice are all there in his 
compelling new album ‘Uncle’,  out  in  October  2014.  Although  he’s  lived  in  
Adelaide   for  many  years  Frank’s  spirit  belongs  to  the  heart  of  Australia.  
Uluru. Docker River. Ernabella. Central Australia. As he says, ”that’s  where  
the Pitjantjatjara mob come from". 
  
Evocative and occasionally heart-wrenching...Yamma writes songs 
combining deep sadness with a remarkable beauty.' Limelight Magazine 
 
Frank began performing on stage with his widely renowned musician 
father, the late Isaac Yamma at the age of 9. With an ability to cross cultural 
and musical boundaries and his incredible voice, rich, deep and resonant, 
Yamma’s   brutally   honest   tales   of   alcohol   abuse,   cultural   degradation,  

respect for the old law and the importance of country are spine tingling.  
 
“He’s  from  the  central  desert  and  is  the  kind  of  singer-songwriter who can lead us out of the wilderness. All of us. Multilingual, 
an incredibly skilled guitarist of great musicality... Honest to the point of brutality, he tells it precisely as it is, in the most heart-
rending  possible  way.  If  ‘She  Cried’  can’t  move  you  to  tears,  your  lachrymal  profusion  may’ve  dried  up  for  good;  if  desiccation 
persists,  seek  medical  advice.  His  is  a  soul  laid  bare.”  CRIKEY  MAGAZINE   
 
For  over  a  decade  Frank  Yamma’s  music  career was put on hold whilst Frank dealt with the everyday challenges Indigenous males 
face  living  in  Australia.  His  career  was  revived  in  2010  by  David  Bridie  who  has  always  believed  Frank’s  talent  hadn’t  reached its 
full potential and worked with Frank to record and produce his debut solo album. Countryman was recorded in 2010, and released 
through not for profit Wantok Musik Label at the 2010 Australasian World Music Expo in Melbourne.  
 
“...one  of  Australia’s  most  sought  after  indigenous  artists.  Yamma’s heartfelt set of husky, beautiful songs hit the AWME crowd 
like  a  sucker  punch...”  (5  Star  Review)  Jane  Cornwall,  SONGLINES/BBC3   



“From  the  opening  two  minutes  of  She  Cried,  you  can  tell  that  the   latest  album  
from  Central  Australia’s  guitar  hero  Frank  Yamma  is  going  to  break  your  heart,  
wipe away your tears, then make you cry some more... His honesty and emotion 
will tug on your heart  like  any  deep  Johnny  Cash  song  would...”  INPRESS   
 
‘Countryman’  quickly  exploded  onto  the  Australian  music  psyche  receiving  album  of  
the week on RRR and national airplay on ABC Radio, whilst garnering many 5 star 
reviews and invitations to appear at festivals both locally around the world. 
Released in the UK and Europe via Proper Records and in Australia via the Wantok 
Musik  label,  ‘Countryman’  has  sold  over  4000  copies.   
 
Frank  Yamma’s  new  album  'Uncle'  will  be  released  in  October  2014.  Featuring  songs  
of country, love, protection, heartache and travel, the new album draws together 
stripped back acoustic songs with layered songs featuring a band and Yamma on electric guitar. The double sided single for the 
album features standout tracks 'I'll be back soon'  and  ‘Everbody’s  Talking’.  There  are  some  heartbreaking  songs  including  'One  
Lonely  Night',  'Blackman's  Crying'  and  a  cover  of  Alice  Spring  songwriter  Brian  Kline's  'Memories'.  Yamma’s  guitar  and  voice  are a 
highlight of this album, as are musical contributions from leading Australian musicians Bart Willoughby, Michael Barker, Helen 
Mountfort and Selwyn Burns. 

 
Yamma has recently returned from a month long tour of Canada where he performed to packed 
crowds at festivals including Vancouver Folk Festival, Winnipeg Folk Music Festival and Calgary 
Folk Festival. Announced as the first Australian artist to be represented at a WOMEX showcase 
in  5  years,  in  October  Yamma  will  join  the  bill  at  WOMEX  ’14  in  Spain,  hand-picked from over 
850 applications to perform alongside just 3 dozen acts at the key global event in the world 
music scene. 
 
Since 2010 Yamma has performed at a staggering number of music and cultural festivals and 
was a Finalist at the 2011 National indigenous Music Awards in Australia. Further to his 2014 
tour of Canada, Yamma has toured the UK and Europe twice, including performances in 2012 
at the BT River of Music for the London Olympic Festival; WOMAD UK; appearing on the same 
bill as The Waterboys and The Proclaimers at the Hebridean Celtic Festival; and at Festival BLED 
in Slovenia. In 2011 he performed at The City of London Festival and the Colours of Ostrava 
Music Festival in Czechoslovakia alongside a string of arts centre shows. 
 

Within Australia Yamma has been converting audiences at festivals including Woodford Folk Festival; The Dreaming Festival; the 
Adelaide   Fringe   Festival   in   their   ‘Garden  of  Unearthly  Delights’,   Bellingen  Global   Carnival;  Bluesfest;  Blue  Mountains   Festival; 
Brisbane Multicultural Festival; Brisbane Festival; Brunswick Music Festival; Garma Festival; Port Fairy Folk Festival; Waking the 
Spirit; National Folk Festival and WOMAD Earthstation. He has also headlined a string of club shows as well as an international 
support tour with Tony Joe White. In 2013 he performed at the SBS launch for NITV at The Rocks, NSW, as well as the Wantok Sing 
Sing spectacular at Womadelaide and the Sydney Opera House for Message Sticks Festival. He performed in EORA, a music theatre 
production by respected production team Wesley Enoch (director) and Wendy Blacklock (producer), for the 2012 Sydney Festival.  
 
“Frank  Yamma  ...  received  a  standing  ovation  from  a  packed  house  for  a  performance  that  made  up  for  any  lack  of  polish  with  
raw  emotional  power.”  Tony  Hillier,  RHYTHMS  MAGAZINE   
 
“The  voice  grabs you first, a soulful shout of pain and yearning to connect and remember. But its the voice, relating hard tales 
with honesty and emotion, that makes this a raw, stripped-back  classic.”  (Album  of  The  Week)  THE  INDEPENDENT  (UK)   
 
“...a  gutsy  and  often  pained set of ballads that veer between folk-pop and country. He saves many of his best melodies for the 
non-English-language songs, which include the epic and soulful Pitjantjara and Docker River, which sounds like an intense 
country  weepie.”  THE  GUARDIAN (UK)  
 
“Pitjantjatjara  singer-songwriter  Frank  Yamma’s  deadliest  album  to  date…  Yamma’s  rich,  powerful  voice  resonates  and  is  as  
spiritually  charged  as  any  of  the  songs  on  Geoffrey  Gurrumul  Yunupingu’s  solo  CD  or  Archie  Roach’s  albums.”  THE  AUSTRALIAN 
 
For bookings and enquiries contact Carolyn Logan 
Penney & Logan 
Publicity & Marketing | Music & Event Management | Social Media Advertising & Consultation 
carolyn@penneyandlogan.com.au  | Mob: +61 400 441 025  
PO Box 361, Clifton Hill, Victoria, Australia 3068 
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