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The double bass player Michalis Kalkanis stands out among the representatives of the new generation of Greek jazz musicians. He comes from 

a musical family and participates in the most important forms of the genre. He is a particularly daring and creative musician and composer, 

successfully experimenting and offering us unpredictable music. He dresses his grandmother’s traditional singing with electronic music and he 

does field recordings in immigrant religious ceremonies, giving us an amalgam of the world’s sounds in the album “World Echoes in Athens”. 

 

His band was chosen as “the new music proposal” of the Athens Technopolis Jazz Festival 2018, while the following year he made a special 

appearance at the Summer Nostos Festival – SNFCC, with the leading Siberian multi-instrumentalist and composer Nadishan, as his guest. In 

the same year he appeared in other festivals in Greece and Cyprus, while In October his group was selected first among 300 nominations to 

appear at the Fira B Festival in Spain. 

 

The highlight of the band’s course so far were the two performances in the Small Theater of Epidaurus (July 24 & 25) with two separate artists as 

guests, the Armenian oud master HaigYazdjian and avant-garde electric guitarist Giannis Anastasakis. Aiming at a new original and authentic 

sound they created together a musical environment of coexistence for jazz with ambient, traditional and world music with psychedelic and noisy 

perception, and source melody with electronica. 
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Musicians 

 
 

Lefteris Andriotis 
cretan lyra 
 
Vasilis Baharidis 
drums 
 
Mihalis Kalkanis 
double bass 
 
Christos Kalkanis 
clarinet 
 
Orestis Benekas 

piano, keyboards 
 
Panos Rizopoulos  
sound design and execution 
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Video 

 

 

 

Live at Summer Nostos Festival 

Global Dance live 

Parking Lot 

Flowing 

Official YouTube channel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qp-NO8p575E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qp-NO8p575E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUEQ28PVfs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39ZD2t3pT8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AWH88AxsK8
https://www.youtube.com/user/mikekalkan/videos
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Note 

 

There is a risk in the music of composer and bassist Mihalis Kalkanis, a 

certain challenge that enables his compositions and his playing to obtain 

power. He is considered one of the most daring musicians of his 

generation, as he puts himself in a different environment in every step: 

First he’s taping his grandma singing a cappella a traditional Greek song 

and then blends it with electronic sounds; then he’s self-recording an 

improvisation in an underground car park and immediately afterwards he’s 

at the southernmost edge of Europe recording another one. Every single 

note is an artistic experience, as he does not just capture a moment of 

reality but interprets his reality through musical narratives that keep you in 

a pleasantly disturbed anxiety, achieving a breathtaking level of emotion. A 

typical example is the "World Echoes in Athens" project, which began with 

a year-round field recording in open or hidden places in Athens serving as 

temples where immigrants went to pray. His interpretations seemed like 

trophies from a hunt of authenticity that first occurred in an actual space 

and time, and then became completed through recollections of several 

emotions. Mihalis Kalkanis’ music is a contemporary art form, blending jazz 

and classical influences with both electronic and Greek traditional elements 

in an atmospheric and groovy urban context. A bold sound, ready to 

interact with other artistic forms of expression such as video or 

photography. Music on the move, unconventional, original and inevitably 

true. He was selected as “2018 Upcoming Artist” in the Athens Technopolis 

Jazz Festival, and this June he performed at the Summer Nostos Festival in 

a special performance with video art and narration, and the Siberian 

multiinstrumentalist and composer Nadishana, as a special guest. On the 

3rd of July he also performed at Aglan Jazz Festival of Cyprus and in the 

October his band performed at Fira B! Festival of Spain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mihalis Kalkanis Group 

Rider & Backline 

 

 

 

Line / Mic List  
  

1.  B. Drum Akg D-112 

2.  Snare up Shure Sm 57 

3.  Snare bottom Shure Sm Beta 56 

4.  Tom Shure Sm Beta 56 

5.  F. Tom  Shure Sm Beta 56 

6.  HH AKG 451 

7.  Overhead-L AKG 451 

8.  Overhead-R AKG 451 

9. Pad-L Active DI 

10.  Pad-R Active DI 

11.  Voc Bass  Sm 58 Beta 

12.  D. Bass I Active  

13.  D. Bass II L Active DI 

14.  D. Bass II R Active DI 

15.  D. Bass mic XLR 

16.  Piano L AKG 451 

17.  Piano R AKG 451 

18.  Nord L Active DI 

19.  Nord R Active DI 

20.  Nord bass Active DI 

21. Voc Keys Sm 58 Beta 

22.  Clar Active DI 

23. Looper - L Active DI 

24. Looper - R Active DI 

25.  Lyra  Shure Sm 57 

26.  Lyra AKG 451 

 

 

Backline  
 
Grand Piano  

Set Drums (Cymbals & Snare incl.)  

Nord Keyboard stage 3 model (double keys stand incl.)  

3/4 Professional Double Bass with adjustable bridge and pick up incl. 

(suggested Realist)  

Bass Amp (suggested in order of priority: Acoustic Image, AER, Gallien 

Krueger, EBS)  

Amp AER 60 IV BK  

5 Music Stands  

3 Armless Chairs  

6 Monitors 
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Contact 

Mihalis Kalkanis | tel +30 6976756526 e: michaliskalkanis@gmail.com 
 

For further info, artistic fees and bookings please contact: 
Maria Vasariotou | Project Coordinator & Touring manager tel: +30 6944624456, e: mvasariotou@gmail.com 

http://www.mihaliskalkanis.com/

