
 Tolvan Big Band. A powerhouse organization with an international reputation 
of the most up-to-date and ambitious Big Bands anywhere in the world. Since 
around 1979 its musical leader Helge Albin, creative Saxophonist, and 
composer and arranger has emerged to devote much of his time and energy to 
organizing the band into a successful ensemble capable of a vide variety of 
musical situations. The proof of this success can be heard clearly in their 
recordings, And of course in their live performances.  

An award-winning 18-member ensemble dedicated to performing new 
music by Helge Albin and Cennet Jönsson, The band has been touring all 
over Scandinavia, Germany Poland, Baltic, France, Switzerland, Australia, 
Chile ,Argentina, Uruguay,Vietnam and Belgium. and worked with jazz 
masters as, Dizzy Gillespie, Dave Liebman, and Michael Brecker. 

Albin was received the 2011 GULDNÅLEN award, the 2010 JAZZKANNAN 
award, the 1995 Sydsvenska Dagbladets Europapris, and the 1984 Golden 
Disc award, in recognition of his work not only as a performer, but as leader 
and statesman in Sweden’s arts community. 

The ensemble has released twelve recordings, four of them featuring 
Albin’s music. All About Jazz said the most recent album of Albin’s music, 
Effortlessly, released in 2013 by the Swedish label Kopasetic, tells a 
“nuanced story full of twists and suspense” through the intricate details of 
the compositions. “The Tolvan Big Band” performs polished ensemble 
music with the personality of a small group—they are light on their feet even 
when the band’s 18 members are playing at full power. 

 Helge Albin has also built bridges to the classical music community. His 
four-movement suite “Thetris,” written in 2008 and featuring the Malmo 
Symphony Orchestra along with the Tolvan Big Band, is a collaboration on 
a grand scale. This concert-length suite asks the orchestra to provide a 
dynamic and challenging accompaniment to jazz improvisations—the 
orchestral musicians provide incisive counterpoint and constantly shifting 
colors that build on the foundation of Albin’s warm melodies and brilliant 
rhythms. This piece had its world premiere in Malmo on the summer of 
2008,and was realesed by the Stockholm label  Caprice Records. 
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