
 

   

   

Formed in late 2009 from the ashes of two popular bands: ‘Hijak Oscar’ (famous for their 
appearance on T4’s MobileAct Unsigned) and ‘Idle Jack & The Big Sleep’ (previously 
signed to an independent) the founding members (Robert Loxley Hughes, Dave Hartley 
and Mark Meilack) wanted to continue the momentum and nurture the creative spark 
they’d enjoyed when previously playing together. 

By early 2010 they had been joined by ex Idle Jack drummer Simon Himsworth (this 
time on guitar) and Paul Heaney. 

Songs came thick and fast with a united decision to work only on material the band as a 
whole felt strongly about; it’s clear to hear from the earliest demos (with songs still in 
their infancy) that ‘We Could Be Astronauts’ would never be a band making records full 
of album fillers. 

After months of writing and developing the sound they headed to the stage. Their first 
show a festival appearance at Galtres. ‘We Could Be Astronauts’ soon developed a 
respected name for themselves as a great live band with shows being packed full of 
energy and sound comparisons to rock legends of the past. 

In early 2011 Mark decided to leave the band leaving the door wide open for Stuart 
Fletcher (ex: Seahorses, Happy Mondays, Yards, St Etienne) 

With the final line-up complete and the band still rooting their feet into the local music 
scene things began to take off. Work began on the debut album, they got booked for the 
main stage of Galtres and to support Shed Seven in front of a packed crowd of over 
2000 people at the O2 Academy in Sheffield. 



Work began to promote the band on a wider scale and the band’s songs were picked up 
by local radio stations including the BBC. This was to get the band their first big break as 
they were booked to play T in the Park 2012 and Cambridge Rock Festival. 

The band took full advantage of this opportunity and booked a feature on BBC Look 
North to advertise their slot at the massive 85,000 capacity festival and their success at 
reaching the final of Surface Festival out of the 11,000 bands that had applied. 

Since T in The Park ‘We Could Be Astronauts’ have enjoyed radio play on BBC Radio One, 
a TV appearance of their TITP slot on BBC Three (red button) and increased radio play in 
their home town and surrounding areas. 

After a crowd funding Indiegogo campaign, which saw the band raise over $2500, rough 
recordings were mixed and produced by Fraser Smith before being sent over to the US 
for mastering and production. 

On 12th October 2012, at a local launch party, the debut, self titled album was released 
both in hard copy and worldwide digital download. 

Copies of the debut have already winged their way to the producers of several eminent 
radio stations across the country, including BBC6 Music, Kerrang! Radio and BBC Radio 
1. 

The band is currently booking their 2013 promotional UK tour for the album which will go 
from Scotland down to Brighton visiting as many venues on the way as possible, 
including O2 venues via Jar Music, after successfully impressing them at a support show 
for Benny Marchant in the O2 Sheffield. 

‘We Could Be Astronauts’ have a strong musical ethos; they believe in the traditional 
way of making music from the grass roots up and intend to start this way and carry this 
tradition through their careers together. At the same time, this band is under no illusion 
the recording industry is a very different animal to what it used to be. They are taking a 
thoroughly modern and forward thinking approach in the vital journey of self-promotion 
required to find global fans of their music. These are no wallflowers and intend to do all 
they can to get their music heard but also in order to meet the demands of today's 
industry.  

Taking inspiration from their heroes and mashing it with current sounds, the result is 
thunderous, all-out rock! 'We Could Be Astronauts' are face up, at the front of the pack 
in a new wave of bands who lead the charge in an industry plagued by manufactured 
artists. 

 

MP3 Links 
The Catastrophist – http://snd.sc/Y32r2I 
Look Frank, It’s A Toaster - http://snd.sc/PvzPiT 
Lost At Sea – http://snd.sc/PvzVqQ 
The Volunteer – http://snd.sc/Y32ETG 
Loose Lips - http://snd.sc/PvzYmy 
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http://snd.sc/PvzPiT
http://snd.sc/PvzVqQ
http://snd.sc/Y32ETG
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Online Links  
Official Website: http://www.wecouldbeastronauts.com  
EPK: http://www.wecouldbeastronauts.com/epk 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/wecouldbeastronauts 
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/wcbastronauts 
Soundcloud: http://soundcloud.com/wecouldbeastronauts 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/wcbastronauts 
Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/We_Could_Be_Astronauts 
 
  
Contact Information  
Email: info@wecouldbeastronauts.com  
Phone: Dave Hartley – 07525661221 
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Stage Plan 

 

 

Desk List 
 
Channel Input 

1 Kick Inner 
2 Kick Outer 
3 Snare Top 
4 Snare Bottom 
5 Hi-hats 
6 Rack Tom 
7 Floor Tom 1 
8 Overhead L 
9 Overhead R 
10 Bass Mic 
11 Bass DI 
12 Guitar L 
13 Guitar C 
14 Guitar R 
15 Acoustic DI 
16 B Vox Stage R 
17 Drum Vox 
18 Lead Vox Centre 

 
 
 Stage Setup Notes 

• Lead Vocal guitar is sometimes through an amp instead of DI box 
• If available a heavy duty round based microphone stand is requested for the lead 

vocal 
• Drummer uses largest rack tom available and largest floor tom if multiple 



• If supporting drummer will bring drum stool, kick pedal, snare, sticks and 
cymbals. (Please let us know if stands are required) 

• If headlining then drummers must provide the same for themselves. 
• Bass amp can be shared. 
• Guitarists use their own guitar amps and these cannot be shared. 

 
Mixing Notes 

• Both toms on the drums are just as important as the snare or kick as they are not 
just used for fills. 

• Both Lead and Rhythm guitars are equally important though the lead will need to 
be higher in the mix during solos but only a little lower during the rest of the 
song. 

 
Monitor Notes 

• A 5 way monitor mix is requested 
• Drums – General mix of everything with plenty of kick, snare, toms, vocals, bass 
• Lead Vocals – Plenty of vocal & own guitar 
• On all monitors, depending on size of stage, kick, snare & lead vocal, own 

instrument and own vocal 
 
 
Any Queries or problems please contact Dave Hartley 07525661221 or Chris Walton 
(FOH) 07739552695 
 
 

 
 
 
 


