
The story of La Chiva Gantiva began in Brussels when three young 
Colombian students started to play percussion together. Driven by a desire 
to assert their roots, they began to blend Afro-Colombian rhythms with 
other styles of music they loved: rock, afrobeat and funk. Soon joined by four 
other musicians (two Belgians, a Frenchman and a Vietnamese), they started 
performing around the world, and their exciting, explosive show conquered 
media and public alike,

Signed to Crammed Discs, La Chiva Gantiva will be releasing their second 
album, "Vivo", in February 2014. Recorded in their own studio (which they 
built for the occasion, upstairs from a bar in central Brussels), "Vivo" was 
mixed in New York by Joel Hamilton (Blakroc, Sparklehorse, Marc Ribot, 
Bomba Estereo) with the band's two main composers, vocalist Rafael Espinel 
and guitarist Felipe Deckers.

While the album's powerful sound re!ects La Chiva Gantiva's incredible live 
energy, their "frenetic carnival-punk racket that detonates like a Molotov 
cocktail of rock, rap, soul and ferociously funky Latin rhythms (as described 
by The Times), "Vivo" also contains songs in which the band further explore 
several musical directions, such as traditional percussion patterns and new 
sonic territories, while remaining grounded in their trademark rock/afrobeat 
fundamentals, punctuated by exuberant horn ri"s.  

After performing in Continental Europe, La Chiva Gantiva made a couple of 
very successful visits to the UK (including shows at the River of Music festival 
during the 2012 Olympics, at the London Jazz Festival and at WOMAD 2013) 
and the US (with shows in NYC, Miami, Chicago, Dallas and at SXSW). They 
also had the great pleasure of being welcomed by their country of origin: 
although the band was born in Europe, it has now become one of Colombia's 
most popular new acts, toured there twice, and was just celebrated at 
Premios Shock, the yearly Colombian TV Music Awards.

In early 2014, La Chiva Gantiva will be playing shows in Benin and at Womad 
Australia and New Zealand, before coming back to tour around Europe.

We can also expect several exciting & fun videos (in the spirit of those which 
the band and their entourage had produced to illustrate to songs from their 
debut album "Pelao").
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PRESS QUOTES :

It seems a fair guess that Joe Strummer would have loved La 
Chiva Gantiva. A joyous ramshackle racket that interweaves 
clattery Latin rhythms with dishevelled funk, rock and jazz 
elements in a similarly frenetic style to other deracinated 
roots-punk acts like Gogol Bordello or Manu Chao. This lively 
debut is awash with bone-shaking carnival punk-funk grooves.  
(Uncut, UK)

A #rebomb of Latin grooves.
(Libération, FR)

LCG have the crowd in the palm of their hand (and out on the 
dance!oor) from the very #rst note. (fRoots, UK)

Whippet-thin and explosively hairy, their livewire singer Rafael 
Espinel electrified the sun-weary crowd with his irrepressible 
energy and charisma.  (The Times, UK)

One of the best anti-depressants of this Fall. This Brussels-based, 
multi-ethnic band shakes the Old Continent's bones  (Vibrations, 
FR)

Kaboom! Tish! There's a lot going on in this hot-blooded mess 
that features a UN-tastic personnel. Restless, arresting, addictive 
(Monocle, UK)


