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Yvonne Hercules

Gladiolus

6 June 2018
Live events:

Launch party - 5 June - Paper Dress Vintage, Hackney, London. Support from Rebecca Christenson and Dinachi. 

Headline show – 9 July – the Finsbury, London

Singer and self-taught musician Yvonne Hercules announces her new single and EP ‘Gladiolus’. Inspired by old school blues, folk and alternative music, Yvonne’s music combines thought-provoking lyrics underpinned by haunting vocal/guitar melodies. Her last single Roving, inspired in part by issues relating to police brutality and Ava DuVernay’s 2016 documentary film ‘13th’, received mentions by Clash magazine, Line of Best Fit, Afropunk, BBC Introducing, Amazing Radio and others. 

In July 2017, Yvonne was announced as a recipient of PRS Foundation’s prestigious Women Make Music award who have part supported her debut EP release. The EP has also been part funded off the back of a successful Kickstarter Campaign. The new release, entitled Gladiolus features four songs - Her Lullaby, Wolf Cry, Gladiolus and the previously released, Roving. The digital version of the EP also features an additional bonus track of Flume, originally performed by Bon Iver. 

Inspired by the changing of seasons, Gladiolus explores the movement of Winter into Spring and how this metaphorically corresponds to a journey from a place of death into a place of life or hope. 

The EP reflects this journey starting with Her Lullaby, and the literal death of a friend's parent, to the vulnerability of being honest to someone you have feelings for in Wolf Cry, and that being an end to your relationship with them; to the concept of freedom and the issues surrounding police brutality and disadvantaged groups being held back from it. Ending with the concept of life, that being explored literally in Flume and as a metaphorical reference for growth in the EP’s title track, Gladiolus, referring to the gladioli flower which symbolises strength of character. 

Every artist can pinpoint that specific moment in time that inspired them. For Yvonne Hercules, it was coming across footage of Lightnin' Hopkins performing that truly inspired her to want to hone her songwriting and playing ability. Something in the rawness and vulnerability of Hopkins’ work inspired her to want to evoke something of this into the music she was creating and she became fascinated by the Blues, spending hours listening to Blues pioneers such as Bessie Smith, Leadbelly and Howlin’ Wolf. 

Born to a Jamaican/Sierra-Leonian Mother born and raised in the UK and a Nigerian Father, Yvonne distinctively remembers music being a large part of her youth. Traditional Nigerian music, Reggae, Motown & Soul all played a part in her musical upbringing. Born in London, Yvonne moved to a rural village on the outskirts of Cambridge at the age of 8. This unique blend of cultural experience opened her up to a new array of interesting sounds and artists and as a result her music taste soon expanded and she began to take an interest in Folk and more alternative music genres, with artists/bands such as Leonard Cohen, Bon Iver and Kings of Leon all influencing her sound . 

This cultural cross-over and incorporating of various sounds and genres is something Yvonne tried to evoke in her own music, whilst still staying true to the raw element of Blues that inspired her, culminating in a unique blend of ambient & melodic folk, blues, soul and rock. Her inspiration is drawn upon from real issues that affect and motivate herself and the people around her and her work is often metaphorical, referencing nature. 

Yvonne Hercules online:
www.facebook.com/yvonneherculesmusic  / Instagram / Twitter : @yvonnehercules 
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