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ALBUM INFO 
 

 
Release: 25.11.2016 
Format: CD-LP (DigiPack 6p) 
Genre: SynthPop 
Play time: 42:13 
Origin: Austria / Canada 

 

SPERENZI’s album cover shows a young man standing amid giant, lichen-covered boulders and 
staring into the indigo abyss that is the night sky. The Milky Way hangs above him, and the solid 
earth stands beneath him. He is small. The scene around him dwarfs his body, his mind, his worries, 
his wants and his needs, and he is in awe of it. It appears as though he could suddenly be 
swallowed-up by this place, that he could become part of its vastness – another point of light in the 
night. Instead, however, he remains. He stands still, feet firmly planted, and begins to realize that he 
is part of it all. 

Using a vast, starry sky as their backdrop, SPERENZI has created a record that expresses a 
relentless urge for connection, sense of place, and purpose. Synthesizers swirl, grind and pulsate in 
a sort of cosmic harkening, painting a grand soundscape that contrasts with the warm intimacy of 
the emotive vocals. The drums and bass are the anchor of the music, steadfastly grounding the 
dramatic flourishes and headiness. The music is a combination of contrasts; it is heavy and light, 
light and dark, joy and despair, fire, water, earth and air. The elements play a strong role in the lyrics, 
emphasizing the importance of a connection to nature and origins. While the songs were created in 
a small town in the Austrian Alps, it is no wonder that they refer to landscape, nature and the wild. 
Writing music in this setting means that you are constantly reminded that you must pay homage to 
it; to the power of the mountains, the window of sky between them, and the weather that brews 
above and traverses the peaks and valleys. The music, while touching on big themes like love, lust, 
loss, and grief, always finds its way back to an overarching expression of smallness – the lone man 
on a big rock gazing into an infinite sky. 
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SONG DESCRIPTIONS 
 

01 DESIRE (02:52) a provocative indie-pop dance song that suggests taking off one’s “mask” in order to unveil their lustful urges. “And if the force 

 is right, we’ll take on the night. Feed each other, be each other’s light”     02 LET IT GO (03:59) a desperate plea to an ex-lover, begging them to release 

their grip on your heart. “But I’m breaking, breaking every day. And only you can release this heartache”     03 ISAND IN THE NIGHT (03:14) despair  

hidden behind fun. “Never been lonely sailing out to sea. Dark and endless O.D.”   04 MAKE ME FEEL (03:33) a caged tiger longs to get out. The need to 

shed one’s ideas of themselves in order to experience life anew. “Don’t like the way it is. There’s something that I miss. Come and make me feel, come and 

make me feel”     05 WATER WATER (03:11) trying to make sense of grief and mortality. “I disappear, I am not there, I go astray. I am water, water. The 

moon is my brother”     06 INNUENDO (03:27) a relationship is over. Accepting that it is time to turn a new leaf. “There’s a beauty deep inside me that you 

can’t see. You see rock when I’m a diamond. Say what you mean”     07 GLAD (02:57) a moment of relief from the intensity of the songs before it, it’s a 

recognition of simple, beautiful moments. “All those children feeling good. All those couples, all those years. All of those friends, glued by romance”      

08 SHE WAS A QUEEN (03:29) giving oneself to someone who cannot reciprocate the feelings. Trying to touch the untouchable. “She doesn’t walk, 

floating like a cloud. I move near, she moves away. I would build a mountain just to know what’s in her mind”     09 KICK PUNCH (03:11) the heaviest song 

on the record about confronting one’s demons. Fighting to not fall victim to one’s self-destruction. “It’s not the drugs you take, it’s the feeling without. The 

numbing hollow, the whispering sound”     10 NOTHING (03:19) a driving, repetitive energy here expresses one’s desire to escape, to break the confines 

of a “normal” life. “I’m feeling cold, and it’s Saturday night. I want to wake up again. I’m not feeling alright. I want to sort some things out. I want to make a plan. 

I’ve got this feeling inside. I’ve got this feeling inside”     11 STAIN (03:17) a somewhat mournful song that conjures images of rainy streets in black and white. 

Regret for and reflection on one’s handling of mistakes, eventually offset by blossoming hope. “One fall doesn’t have to keep you down. Stand tall and 

look from where you fell. One step in the wrong direction doesn’t mean that the world is ending”     12 YOU DANCE ALONE (04:38) the confusion and 

difficulty of melancholy. An emotional send-off. Remembrance. “No flesh and bone, you dance alone. Goodbye my friend. I’ll praise your name. Never feel 

the same” 
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FULL BAND BIO 
SPERENZI formed in the spring of 2013 in the small city of Innsbruck in the heart of the Austrian alps. Canadian singer and songwriter, Ryan MacGrath (vocals), was 
invited by Joe Auer (synths), Andi Liedl (bass), and Phil Hager (drums) to join them for a rehearsal. They had discovered MacGrath, who had recently moved to 
Austria, on the FM4 Radio website, and thought that he might be the replacement for their previous singer who had moved to London. The three bandmates and 
MacGrath hit it off immediately, and after that initial meeting they decided to begin working on new material together.  
In 2014, after a successful production workshop with notable keyboardist and producer, Adam Holzman (Miles Davis’ musical director and son of Jac Holzman, 

founder of Elektra Records), SPERENZI began working on their first recording. They hired Canadian electronic artist, Aaron Collier (aka, Chandelier) to co-produce a 
six-song demo. The result of this collaboration was a group of songs that delved into the realm of electronic pop music, and started the band thinking about new 
approaches to their sound. Positive feedback from fans, peers and mentors fueled SPERENZI’s drive, and they began writing new material for what would 
become their first full-length album.  
The first three quarters of 2015 saw the band writing and arranging songs in their less-than-glamorous rehearsal space in Wattens, a village just east of Innsbruck 
which is famous for being the home of the Swarovski crystal company. As SPERENZI mined and polished their new songs, they began searching for a producer 
who could help them glue together the sonic fruits of their labour. They met with Austrian producer and sound engineer, Andreas Freudenschuss, who convinced 
them that he was the right person for the job. In November of 2015, following extensive pre-production sessions, the band entered the recording studio with 
Freudenschuss, and started the recording process.  
Over a period of approximately three months, SPERENZI recorded the tracks for their self-titled record at Clearsound Productions in Innsbruck. Influenced by 
bands such as Future Islands (USA), Wild Beasts (UK) and Radiohead (UK), the group’s record took on a dramatic and atmospheric sound leaning heavily towards 

dark, 1980’s synth-pop. In the spring of 2016, the 11-song album was completed, and the band began preparing for its release. They teamed up with fellow 
musician and videographer, Charles Harm, to create two music videos for their songs “Desire” (released online in October 2016) and “Let it Go” (release: t.b.a.) which 
were both shot in Innsbruck. Leading up to the album release, SPERENZI was featured in several physical and online publications throughout Austria, Germany 
and Switzerland. The reviews of the record marked it as a “Must Listen” for their respective audiences. 
In November of 2016, SPERENZI wowed their fans at their album release concert held in Innsbruck at one of Austria’s premiere venues, Treibhaus. The album was 
officially released worldwide the previous day on November 25th. After signing with Austrian record label, MARMOTA RECORDS, SPERENZI is currently working 

on expanding their network within the music industry as well as on planning an extensive touring schedule for the near future. 
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