MORUDES - BIOGRAPHY

The gritty Norwegian rock duo, Morudes, describe their music best as psychedelic desert rock fusing energetic indie-rock with elements of blues and psychedelia echoing Hendrix, Bombino and Mars Volta.

Formed by the brothers Amund Maarud (vocals/guitar) and Henrik Maarud (drums/vocals), who has played together since their early childhood, the duo is granted a special synergy, which is extremely present on stage.

Morudes wants to be the antidote to the “programmed pop music” permeating the media today, by the means of taking three basic musical elements - guitar, drums and vocals - and turn it into a large, organic, and live soundscape. 

The story of the hard hitting duo Morudes starts with the brothers growing up on the family farm outside Oslo in the early 80’s. They formed their first band MaarudKara at age 5 and 7 together with their father on bass and Simen Aanerud on piano later on. 
In the year of 2000 Amund formed his solo band, still with brother Henrik on drums and various other members. His solo band resulted in 5 albums, 4 Norwegian Grammy nominations leading up to 2011, where Amund won the prize for best blues album, “Electric”. 

The brothers are a force to be reckoned with within the Norwegian music scene. They have played almost a 1000 gigs together, if not more, with national and internationally acclaimed artists like Brian Setzer, Larry Burton, Knut Reiersrud, Vidar Busk, U.P. Wilson and numerous more. They have worked with producer Seasick Steve (Jack White, John Paul Jones etc.). At Notodden Blues Festival 2003 they opened up for The Black Keys and in 2004 for Jon Spencer Blues Explosion. 

In 2004 the brothers joined forces with Per Tobro (Erlend Ropstad) on bass and Eirik Tovsrud Knutsen (Shining) on Hammond B3 and formed a rock band called The Grand, which musically are the closest to Morudes of all the things the brothers have done.
Constantly on the road, The Grand performed at legendary Norwegian Wood. They also played concerts in Europe, the highlight being a full concert on the TV-show Rockpalast (WDR) in 2008. That same year they also played on the Arena stage at Roskilde festival and at Øyafestivalen in Oslo in 2009 before they dissolved in 2010.

The Morudes project has been lurking in the background since 2010. Morudes have occasionally performed on various festivals and venues like Bøgrend Autofest, Blå and opening for US rock band Black Mountain at John Dee in Oslo. In 2014 Morudes made their fullblown live debut at Øyafestivalen. The show aired on NRK TV and received a raving revue in Romerikes Blad. 

Late 2015 the brothers knew it was time to make the most of the duo format. Amund put his solo band to rest late 2015 and the brothers went into their studio with producer Erlend Mokkelbost (JR. Ewing, Montèe etc). Together they started recording their upcoming debut album.
Their newest release, the single Magnet City, shows how the brothers has taken their sound even further this time with the help of Mokkelbost. It opens with Amunds fuzzed out guitar and the thunder of Henrik´s drums. It can bare resemblance to an updated Marc Bolanesque sound before the take a sharp turn to indulge in a desert blues part that owes a lot to the likes of desert blues master Bombino.

The album is recorded live in the studio and is built around guitar and drums in a big room in their own studio, Snaxville Recordings at the family farm in Norway.

«The creative process around this album was really great», says Amund. «Producer Erlend managed to capture our essence right away and brought fantastic ideas to the table as we went forward.» «Basically we were playing for hours on riffs and grooves and kept what we liked. Henrik continues:  «It was such a joy to dig deep into our roots of playing together and that brought out a very focused, but big sound. The whole process was almost hypnotic and we were constantly trying to come up with new ways of expanding our horizon and figuring out new ways to take our music.»






