
MERLIN DIETRICH 
Merlin Dietrich is a songwriter and performer. The persona was 

launched in 2012 in a conceptual performance series called Tea 
with Merlin Dietrich given in Berlin, Neukölln. The artist was born 

in London and is now based in Berlin. 

His public debut was at the Queerovision Song Contest in Berlin 

in 2012. From then on, the artist started work on his first album, 

Tea with Merlin Dietrich, releasing his first single, Forests of 
England, in March 2014, with a video clip directed by Markus 

Rock. Merlin’s second single, Silver Samovar, was released in July 

2014, accompanied by a much-loved video by Frank Bertram from 

Wunderwerk Berlin. The whole album came out in November that 

year and was accompanied by a new video for the song Sad, Sad 
Song, directed by Ceven Knowles.

In 2015 Merl in Dietr ich s tar ted working on a new album, 

DoppElgaEngEr. The first single Flying out to Berlin, a hymn to 

the city, won the Jury Prize at the Berlin Song Contest. This punkrock-

disco anthem was subsequently released as a single. A great video 

clip directed by Wrench and Franks was released on April 6th 2016. 

On Fr iday 25th November the art is t  wi l l  present the 

DoppElgaEngEr Album in a release gig that will take place in 

Hangar 49 Club, in Holzmarktstraße 15-18, 10179 Berlin. The 

release party starts at 20.30h, Merlin is playing at 22.30h.  

DOPPELGAENGER - The Album
Merlin Dietrich‘s second album is made up of six covers and six original 

compositions. It explores the artist’s musical roots in the early eighties. 

Each cover is paired with an original, with the two songs recorded on 

the same rhythm track. It is this pairing of songs that suggested the 

name DoppElgaEngEr. 1



On the new album there are six original songs with a strong autobio-

graphical element. They describe the artist’s experience of arriving 

in Berlin in 1981 at the age of 21, some of the people he knew, the 

ones that survived and the ones that didn‘t. The album ends with 

the song requiem For Java, an elegy for a friend, an American 

drag-queen and rock singer who lived in Berlin and died in the late 

eighties. “Java was my mentor and taught me more about life than I 

ever learned in university. I still feel his presence to this day.“

The cover versions from the late ’70s and early ’80s are of songs  

by Gary Numan, The Human League, Hazel O‘Connor and DAF. There 

is also one glamrock number, Mr Soft by Cockney Rebel from 1972, 

and an electroclash song, nuit Blanche by Vive la Fete from 2001.

„There was a magical moment around 1979 to 1981 when pop 

music was changing and developing very rapidly. People thought 

there was a war going on between rock and disco; there were 

incidents in America when rock fans burnt disco records on 

football pitches. But for me, the best music being made at that 

time combined both influences, and this is what my new album 

explores.” – Merlin Dietrich.

The album is danceable and euphoric, but there is also a strong 

guitar presence: big guitar solos and riffs in a post-punk style.  

One of the featured guitarists on the album is Jacopo Bertacco,  

a young Italian living in Berlin who was taught by Robert Fripp,  

one of the great British guitar-gurus. Fripp is perhaps best 

known for his haunting lead guitar line on Bowie‘s Heroes.  

The artist describes the overall style of the album as neo-glam 
punkrock-disco.

The album will be released in three stages. The first EP was 

presented in April 2016 with four songs, in August the second EP 

appeared with four more songs. The full DoppElgaEngEr album 

with twelve songs is released on 25th November 2016.2



  

DOPPELGAENGER EP2
Merlin Dietrich presented a new “drag vocal” concept in this second EP.  

like/Unlike is its leading track, twinned with a cover of Gary Numan‘s 

Cars. The other original composition Words is presented together with 

a cover of Cockney Rebel‘s Mr. Soft. 

While the first EP brought together the most „disco“ tracks of the 

album, this second EP offers the four craziest pop songs. In the words 

of Merlin Dietrich: „I became inspired by the vocal style of Deborah 

Evans-Stickland of the Flying lizards and then I realized I was 

singing in drag“. The studios sessions for this EP involved a special 

collaboration with ace guitarist Jacopo Bertacco, who trained under 

Robert Fripp. 

DOPPELGAENGER EP1
The first of the DOPPELGAENGER EPs has a totally euphoric mood. 

The two original compositions Flying out to Berlin and Wijoo both 

celebrate the joy that the artist always feels when coming back to Berlin. 

They mix stories from the ’80s with the more recent story of his return in 

2011. Flying out to Berlin is both a love-song and a hymn to this city. 

It imagines Berlin as a modern Shangri-La, the perfect city that trumps 

all others and a place where you can come to be happy.

The first of the two covers is DAF‘s Der räuber und der prinz (1981), 

surely one of the most romantic and sexy songs ever written about two 

men. It was one of the earliest openly homoerotic songs to appear on a 

hit pop album, and it came at a time when gay sexuality was not much 

discussed. In the artist’s words “I owe DAF a lot; they taught me that 

synths can be really dirty and pop music can be really sexy”.

The second cover is nuit Blanche by Vive La Fete, a Belgian 

electroclash band the artist discovered in 2001. Vive la Fete‘s revival of 

the sound from the early ’80s inspired him to start his new project as 

Merlin Dietrich.3



  

FLYING OUT TO BERLIN - The Video
DIRECTED BY WRENCH AND FRANKS

Kevin Wrench and Andrew Franks, two British artists who divide their time 

between London and Berlin, direct he music video of “Flying out to Berlin”.  

They are video artists and performers, and are known for their particular 

way of combining old-world queer culture with state-of-the-art media 

technology. 

For the Flying out to Berlin video they constructed a real hand-operated 

Merlin Dietrich puppet, with the traditional wooden jaw and rolling eyes. 

They then inserted it into a computer-animation extravaganza. The video 

also features a specially designed plane, a succession of exotic locations 

and a cast of supporting characters, each one lovingly dressed and styled 

by the artists. 

The video has been selected for the European Short Film Festival in Berlin 

October 2016 and was also nominated for the Berlin Music Awards May 2016.

ROBERT FARRAR
Robert Farrar was born in London in 1960. After graduating from 

Cambridge University, Farrar spent a year in Berlin directing music videos 

and became immersed in the Berlin music scene. He then returned to 

London and formed the successful post-punk group The Mystery Girls, 

which was signed to A&M Records in 1983. The band gained a loyal 

audience with their hit single ash in Drag. 

In the 1990s Farrar turned to writing and has published two novels and 

scripted box office hits, including the hit comedy The Man Who Knew  
Too little, released in 1997 by Warner Bros and starring Bill Murray.  

After a further decade writing and producing for the London stage, he 

returned to music in 2010 and began recording as Merlin Dietrich in 

Berlin, where he now lives.   
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