
martha mavroidi

"Balkan music's rising star" 
fRoots magazine

“...extraordinary voice...”  
europeanjazz.net

“...rare and beautiful 
voice...mesmerized the 
audience”  
Bulgarski Glas

“...in the first rank of folk 
musicians from her native 
Greece. You could be in Athens, 
Istanbul, Sofia, Manhattan –but 
the truth is that, with Mavroidi, 
you are in all of them at once”        
Michael Church, The 
Scotsman

“Martha Mavroidi has 
showcased that the study, 
inquiry and passion in music do 
not have to hide in the caverns 
of tardy ‘elitist’ seriousness, but 
can create open, playful and 
genuine forms and sounds of 
dazzling quality ... an inspired 
and visioned work.” 
Freegan Kolekltiva

“One of the best albums of the 
last decade, the seamless 
synthesis of her Greek music 
with adjoining Balkan and 
Anatolian had consistently 
strong and distinctive self-
composed songs and 
arrangements, played by 
perfectly matched empathic 
musicians. Mavroidi's 
exceptional voice, lafta and saz 
playing then lifted it about as 
high as music gets.”
fRoots magazine

http://www.marthamavroidi.com


Martha Mavroidi is a singer, lutist and composer from 
Greece. She has been singing and playing folk lutes from 
her childhood, performing music from Greece and the 
Balkans. Later she developed an interest in contemporary 
music, blending elements of folk music with contemporary 
harmony and improvisation.

Her critically  acclaimed debut album "The Garden of Rila" 
established her as a first class folk musician and singer of 
the new  generation, as well as an accomplished 
composer and orchestrator. Martha's extraordinary  voice 
combines the Greek and Middle Eastern ornaments and 
microtonal subtleties, with the rich colors of Bulgarian 
singing. Her dazzling technique on the lafta and the saz, 
is often compared to the skills of master musicians of both 
folk and jazz origin. In March 2013 she featured in the 
cover of fRoots magazine as "Balkan music's rising star". 

She has studied Musicology in Athens, Ethnomusicology 
in London (SOAS) and Los Angeles (UCLA), and 
Contemporary  Music in Amsterdam (Conservatorium Van 
Amsterdam). She studied the saz with Periklis 
Papapetropoulos, Byzantine chanting with Ioannis 
Arvanitis, Bulgarian singing with Dessislava Stefanova, 
Galina Durmushlyiska, and Tzvetanka Varimezova, and 
vocal technique with Giorgos Samartzis.

She has collaborated with choirs and vocal ensembles, 
composing and arranging music for voices a capella, and 
she has been teaching seminars on polyphonic singing 
and on modal improvisation. She conducts the vocal 
orchestra “Happy  Hour Choir”, featured in Onassis 
Cultural Center in Athens and the Greek Folk Choir of the 
National Conservatory  of Holargos. She has composed 
music for films, dance and theater productions. 

Martha also performs folk music from Greece and Minor 
Asia with her acoustic quartet. Constantly  working on new 
projects, performing with different music ensembles and 
composing for films and dance shows, she keeps 
developing her versatile musical personality  through a 
multiplicity of influences.

She has participated in various world and contemporary 
music projects in Europe and the United States. With 
Martha Mavroidi Trio they  have toured in Sweden, Spain, 
France, Turkey, Cyprus and Greece, and have performed 
at World Music Expo Globalkan Scene in 2012.

Since 2013 Martha is the artistic director of Tinos World 
Music Festival.

Poster from Tinos World Music Festival Show in 
Athens
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