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«Szczera Mowa — True Speech»
(Oriente Musik 2010)

One of Polish folk’s best kept secrets
review by Simon Broughton

This  is  one  of  the  most  dynamic  and 
accomplished  folk  groups  from  Eastern 
Europe I’ve heard in a long time. Caci Vorba 
are based in Poland and led by violinist and 
singer  Maria  Natanson,  who  left  music 
school aged 15 and ran off to the Carpathian 
mountains to  learn music  from Gypsies  and 
village musicians.  The training shows in the 
ease  and  skill  and  power  of  her  fiddle 
playing  and  the  vocals  in  several 
languages.  I  was  surprised  that  such  an 
accomplished  group  could  seemingly  appear 
from  nowhere,  but  looking  at  Natanson’s 
biography, she’s played with some of Poland’s 
other top folk bands like Transkapela and the 
St  Nicholas  Orchestra  (both  previously 
reviewed in Songlines) and Caci  Vorba have 
already  been  going  five  years.  This  album 
came out in Poland in 2008 and now gets its 
international  release  (which  has  just  won 
Oriente a German Record Critics’ Award).  

«True Speech» - other awards   
 

Caci  Vorba  means  ‘True  Speech’  (hence  the 
album title) in Romani and it’s an expression 
used by Gypsies to describe their music. The 
band’s  line-up  is  a  traditional  acoustic  one, 
with  violin,  accordion,  lutes,  bass  and 
percussion.  Much of  the  music  is  traditional 
too – from Romania and beyond. The opening 
Romanian song, ‘Doar o Mama’, is gorgeous 
and not as slow as it’s often sung. The very 
slow  ‘Doina’ is  another  highlight,  as  is  the 
furious ‘Bulgareasca’ which gradually grinds 
to  a  halt.  There’s  often  a  wry  twist  to  the 
music, as in ‘Joc’n’Roll’. Let’s hope they get 
some gigs around Europe and Britain soon.
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"Exciting, unusual Polish/Ukrainian band." 
Doug Spencer, The Weekend Planet, ABC Radio National (Australia)

”An extremely exciting acquaintance.” 
Ulf Torstensson, Lira Magazine (Sweden)

"In the person of the singer and violinist Maria Natanson there is a youth plus a feminine 
self-confidence and musical sovereignty - she is currently considered the rising star of the 
Polish folk scene. And rightly so!"
Cathrin Alisch, Folker (Germany)

"Poland has another great name to add to the list of strong Folk related bands from the 
past ten years." 
Eelco Schilder, Folk World (Germany)

Contact Caci Vorba! cacivorba@wp.pl , tel. (+48) 607 690 214
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