
Respect is the word most often used when Brigadier Jerry is men-
tioned whether by his devoted fans world wide, those in the Rasta 
community or other singers, DJs, musicians, etc in the music busi-
ness. Since the 70's, Brigadier Jerry has maintained high standards 
as a cultural DJ promoting conscious lyrics and spiritual uplift-
ment.

Born Robert Russell in Kingston, Jamaica in 1957, Briggy or "The 
Teacher" as he is affectionately known, began his show business 
career in his teens as a stand-up comedian. However, he soon 
moved on to work on sound systems, starting out with Emperor 
Marcus in his neighborhood in the early 70's and then on to the 

legendary Jah Love Muzik system. He became wildly popular as 
bootleg cassettes of his shows began to circulate. This was the 
dawn of the dancehall era and Briggy elevated the standards for 

speed and fluidity in the DJ chatting technique. 

Despite his influencial melodic toasting style, he was barely recorded until 1982.It was then 
he released a new version of the Slim Smith "Never Let Go" rhythm retitled "Pain" on the 
small Jywanza label. It exploded to the top of the Jamaican charts and was followed by other 
singles over the next couple years, including "Gwan A School" (Jywanza), "Horse A Gallop" 
(Powerhouse), "Warn Dem" (Judy Mowatt's Ashandan label) and the 1984 hit "Jamaica, Ja-
maica" (on Jah Love Muzik's own label).  In 1983, "Live at The Controls" a semi-official live al-
bum was released but the closest he came to reproducing the excitement of his live gigs in 
the studio came in 1985 with the release of "Jamaica, Jamaica". Several more singles fol-
lowed over the rest of the 80's. "Modern Connection/Modern Girl" a collaboration with 
Heavy D was released in 1991 on the Ffrench label. In 1992, "Hail Him" was recorded for Tap-
per Zukie's label. "Freedom Street" was released on the VP label in 1995 and in 2009, "Shower 
of Blessings" on the Virtuous Woman label.

He has also been acknowledged as a mentor for the careers of Sister Carol, Shine Head, Tiger, 
Sister Nancy and Shabba Ranks and has DJed for nearly every prominent sound system in Ja-
maica. In 1988, he relocated to the US. 

Briggy remains a live DJ at heart and has continued to tour extensively in Europe and Japan.  
A new CD is expected in 2012 and plans are now underway for a US tour. 

Booking inquires:  
April Steyert
thatreggaewoman@aol.com
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