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‘The exciting new face of South African jazz. 
Steeped in South Africa’s musical heritage, he 
displays a fresh, international perspective that 
places South African jazz in a new perspective.  

. 

Alan Webster – Director of the Standard Bank 
Jazz Festival  
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‘Jazz is truth,’ says Mkhize. ‘It’s pure emotion; it’s like taking a knife and 
cutting out your heart and saying “here it is, look at it, this is me”. And 
where does jazz come from? Well you can’t talk about jazz without talking 
about blues and gospel music, and you can’t talk about those without 
talking about the slaves that were taken from West Africa to America. For 
me, that’s where jazz really began. It was a way of expressing the pain felt 
by a displaced people. But then, amongst the pain there were also moments 
of joy and those were also expressed in the music. Essentially jazz is an 
expression of what we are feeling in the moment. Sometimes we go on 
stage and we don’t know what we’re going to play, but we come together 
and we play music. That is truth – being able to take your experiences 
during the course of the day and express them that evening at a gig. That’s 
jazz – you can’t just play it, it has to be lived.’ 
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Biography: 
1. Afrika Started playing piano at the age of 6. 

2. At 11, Mkhize was enrolled at Funda Centre Music school on Soweto to study classical piano. 

3. At 15, Mkhize was accepted at the National School of the Arts, classical music studies and achieved his Grade 8 Theory 

at age 16. He continued to pursue Jazz Studies through the school’s N-Course. 

4. At 19, Mkhize enrolled at Pretoria Technikon to further his interest in Jazz, Composition and Arranging. 

5. At 20, Mkhize worked as musical director and pianist for the late Miriam Makeba and also contributed arrangement, on 

her request, for the Roma Philharmonic Orcestra in Italy. 

Notable artists that Mkhize has performed with include:  

Dorothy Masuka, Khaya Mahlangu, Zim Ngqawane, Musa Manzini, Vusi Khumalo, Sibongile    Khumalo, Judith Sephuma, 

Oliver Mtukudzi, MXO, Marcus Wyatt, Zama Jobe, Papa Noel from France, Melanie Scholtz, Jimmy Dludlu, Allou April and the 

late TK, Vusi Mahlasela and Nkanyezi Cele’s 

Additional notable work:  

2010 – Arranged music for Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra, feat Abigail Kubeka, Dorothy Masuka, Mara Louw and 

Zenzi Lee, for a tribute to women in the arts at the State Theatre, hosted by the Department of Arts and Culture.  

Scored arrangements for the Jazz Meets Symphony Orchestra, Tribut to Letta Mbule and Sibongile Khumalo conducted by 

Prince Lengoasa, for the Standard Bank Joy of Jazz 

Scored and arranged a Big Band tribute of  the late Bheki Mseleku’s work, to be performed at The Orbit Jazz Club 

On 14 October 2015. 

Afrika Mkhize  released his debut album, RainDancer in September 2015, at the Eldo’s Arts and Jazz Festival 

and the Ernest Wiehe Jazz Festival in Mauritius. Afrika Mkhize also tours and performs with The Rainmakers – a Swiss 

South African collaboration. 
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In Conclusion…. 

This, in the most succinct possible terms, is Mkhize’s 
philosophy on the music to which he has dedicated his life 
– into which he was born. He represents a second 
generation of jazz mastery, being the son of legendary 
pianist and producer, ThembaMkhize, former member of 
Bayete and acclaimed collaborator of other stars such as 
Sibongile Khumalo, Caiphus Semenya and Hugh Masekela 
to name only a few. When asked about the earliest 
formative musical experience he can remember, the 
younger Mkhize says, ‘My first musical experience 
goes back much further than I could possibly 
remember because music starts to affect from us 
from our time in the womb, but the first musical 
experience that I can remember happened on my 
grandfather’s sugar cane farm. They hired 
Amampondo people from the Transkei to cut the 
cane. Every morning I used to walk through those 
fields with my friends to go to school and I would 
see these guys cutting the sugar cane and they 
would sing while they worked – it was like 
yodeling [mimics the sound]. That was the first 
musical experience that I remember and it’s still 
with me today.’ 
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          Thank you… 


