
ElEctric 
Vocuhila





introduction

Created in 2010 during a tour with a 
saxophone/drums duo in Berlin, Vocuhila 
plays music based in the repetition of 
melodic and rhythmic motifs and the use 
improvisation as an anchoring point.

On top of the initial duo, influenced by 
both free jazz and New Orleans marching 
band music, Vocuhila developed several 
different sub-groups: The acoustic trio : 
alto saxophone/double bass/drums playing 
free jazz inspired by the music of Ornette 
Coleman, Charles Gayle, Jemeel Moondoc 
and Matt Maneri. Electric Vocuhila, an 
electric group with saxophones, keyboard, 
guitar, bass, and drums expanding the 
aesthetic of the acoustic trio by adding 
elements of rock, high life, juju music, ethio 
jazz and free funk.

Vocuhila is a member of Capsul Collectif.



Maxime Bobo : Saxophones, keyboard

Saxophonist, born in 1984 in Toulouse, Maxime 
started learning music early. He discovered 
jazz and improvisation through workshops and 
internships with Denis Badault, Guillaume Orti, 
Médéric Collignon. He moved to Tours in 2004 and 
started to perform music at jazz and improvised 
music shows (Pimfu, Eclecpileptic, collaborations 
with Patrice Grente, Cédric Piromalli, Pascal 
Maupeu, Nicolas Souchal, Jean Aussanaire etc...). 
Since 2009 he has regularly gone to Berlin to 
perform with many musicians active in  jazz (Max 
Andrzejewski, Yorgos Dimitriadis, Tobias Delius, 
Antonis Anissegos, Mike Majkowski, Antonio 
Borghini etc...). In 2010 he started writing music 

for Vocuhila and Electric Vocuhila.
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Etienne Ziemniak : Drums

Drummer, born in 1988 in Mayenne, Etienne 
started learning classical percussion very early 
and discovered jazz and improvisation through 
workshops, internships and master classes 
with Lauent Dehors, David Chevalier, Claude 
Tchamitchan, Mathieu Donarier, Sebastien 
Boisseau, Denis Colin, Pablo Cueco, Jean Luc 
Cappozzo, Lenny Popkin. In 2006 he entered 
the music school, Jazz à Tours, then the National 
Music Academy of Tours (department of Jazz and 
Improvised Music) where he obtained a degree 
in jazz music studies in 2010. He lives in Tours 
and is currently working with many jazz projects 
(The West Lines, Wat Sun), free jazz projects 
(Vocuhila, Trio BGZ), and even rock, improvied 
music, and noise (Carnalisme). Etienne also 
collaborates with many musicians (Guillaume 
Bellanger, Patrice Grente, Jean-Luc Capozzo, Paul 
Dunmall, Paul Rogers, Cédric Piromalli, Bernard 
Santa-Cruz, Samuel Silvant etc...).



Boris Rosenfeld : Guitar

Guitarist, born in 1987 in Cichy-la-Garenne, Boris 
started studying music in 2003. He joined the 
group Zem, recorded two albums with them 
and performed in many concerts in France and 
internationally. In 2009, he entered the music 
school, Jazz à Tours and obtained a degree in 
musical performance of modern music, then joined 
the jazz class of the Francis Poulenc Acedemy of 
Tours under the direction of the pianist Guillaume 
De Chassy. He obtained a degree with honors 
in jazz music studies in 2013. Since 2008, he has 
been a part of various projects and worked closely 
with many musicians (Serge Lazarevitch, Pierrick 
Menuau, Jean-Luc Capozzo...). He currently 
performs with several different groups : La Folle 
Blance Quintet (composer), Grand Blanc, Elysion, 
The Grand Nebula Ensemble, Le main, Electric 
Vocuhila. He works with the theater troupe « avant 
je voulais changer le monde » (I wanted to change 
the world before), that blends theater performance 
and music.



Jean François Riffaud : Basse, Guitare

Born in 1979, Jean François learned how 
to play piano and saxophone at the 
Rouen Music Academy, then focused on 
the fine arts earning a degree in artistic 
visual expression at the school of fine arts 
of Rounen and a Master’s degree at the 
University of Paris 4. He writes sonorous 
pieces and performances, and he composes 
music for choreographed performances and 
his own premises. He has crossed paths with 
many artists during collective exhibitions : 
Jean Dupuy, Noe Nguyen, Tania Mouraud, 
Jason Karaindros, Yohann Queland de Saint 
Pern, Jihan El Meddeb.
Jean François is a self taught guitarist. He 
is an active musician and since 2004 has 
performed with many groups of wildly 
different styles : Syntax Error (rock), Journal 
Intine Quintet (Jazz), Surnatural Orchestra 
(Big Bang), The World (new wave), Electric 
Vocuhila (Free Jazz), Parquet (Instrumental 
Techno), OK (Folk Rock) among others... He 
composes and arranges music for several of 
these groups and also composes soundtracks 
for short films.

He has also had the chance to meet musicians 
such as : Stéphane Payen, Guillaume Orti, 
Gilles Coronado, Frédéric Gastard, Emiliano 
Turi, Guillaume Magne, Boris Boublil, Bettina 
Kee, Jeanne Added, Matthias Mahler, Denis 
Charolles, Sylvain Lemêtre, Christophe 
Monniot, Aymeric Avice, Sylvaine Hélary, 
Patrick Fournier, Alain Vankenhove, Bernard 
Lubat, Robin Fincker, Nosfell, Jean-François 
Pauvros, Gary Lucas, Albert Marcoeur, etc...



rEfErEncEs 
 Petit Faucheux (Tours), Jazz à Poitiers, Sunset, Scène nationale de Malakoff, Scène

Nationale d’Orléans-Festival Tricollectif, Festival Jazz à Luz, Festival Météo (Mulhouse),
Tribu Festival (Dijon), Festival Jazz in Cheverny, Festival Jazzellerault, Wendel (Berlin), etc.

Critique of the trio’s album, Diatonic Calls by 
Franck Bergerot in JazzMagazine :

« ...A contrast of all the moments that draw 
from the heritage of the Ornette Coleman 
trio in a way never before dreamed and 
progress as if by successive small bursts that 
are singularly pervasive. »

Franpi Barriaux of CitizenJazz concerning 
the concert in Trio on January 17th, 2014 in 
Rouen, Collision Festival :

« [...]The inhabitants of Tours that make 
up Vocuhila come with a proven Ornette-
Colemanian grammar : the double bassist 
Jean-Jqcaques Goichon brings a set full of 
tension where his relation with the drummer 
Etienne Ziemnak sometimes clashes. 
The solid rhythmic base is eroded by the 
pugnacious playing of the alto saxophonist, 
inevitably alto - Maxime Bobo, and even his 
powerful whistling of his instrument’s reeds 
have a lightness. A nervous and thundering 
group that puts the free heritage of most 
musicians in perspective, witnessed by this 
prolific Collision. »

La Fabrica’son on the work of the trio :

« Now this is earthly jazz, body and soul 
locked in a race to the bottom, always just 
about to break, and at the limit of excess. 
The fusion trio project a free jazz, very 
free, lyrical and happy, almost shamanic 
but always light. Needed more than ever 
in these times of music that is all too often 
predictable and prepared. »

Ludovic Florin, writer for Jazzman/
JazzMagazine about the Electric Vocuhila 
concert at the « Jazz à Luz » Festival on July 
13th, 2014 :

« The day ended under the arch of the house 
in the valley with a supercharged group. You 
would be, to say the least, when, like Electirc 
Vocuhila, you express yourself in a language of 
free funk with grooves sometimes borrowed 
from Ethio Jazz, and other times coming from 
New Orleans second line. Electric Vocuhila 
clearly put themselves under the auspices 
of Onette Coleman in his prime. A dose of 
harmolody and free improvisation over an 
almost techno beat, asymmetric loops played 
by two saxophones a la Roland Kirk, all these 
ingredients make their music outstandingly 
festive. The audience can’t help but dance 
until they lose their breath, front row show. »
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