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The Polka Nova project was created in London in 2011 by 
Rafael Valim, a guitarist from São Paulo, Brazil, and Sylvia 
Hoffmann, a Polish-born Londoner with heavy Brazilian 
influences, to explore the intriguing musical romance between 
Europe and Brazil, and the rest of Latin American countries. 
Performing mostly as a duo or trio, Polka Nova play a quality 
mix of Brazilian samba grooves and swingy bossa nova 
melodies, Latin rhythms and jazz standards.  
 
Polka Nova’s repertoire includes compositions by many highly 
acclaimed Brazilian composers such as Antonio Carlos Jobim, 
Baden Powell, Vinicius de Moraes, Cartola, Nelson Cavaquinho  

and Noel Rosa, to name just a few. Non-Brazilian set list boasts songs from the Great American Songbook, 
as well as hidden jewels of Cuban and World music. The songs are in English, Portuguese, Spanish and even 
Polish! A typical set list might include Wave, One Note Samba, Corcovado, Mas que nada, Chega de 
Saudade (No More Blues), My favourite things, Besame mucho and many more. 
 
Key members:  
Rafael Valim - an accomplished guitarist in his own right, mostly playing his rich-sounding 7-string acoustic 
guitar (as well the traditional 6-string). A graduate of EM&T (School of Music and Technology), with 
certificates in Fusion Guitar, Classic Guitar and Music Theory courses, Rafael is a versatile musician whose 
unique style merges the richly eloquent classical fingering technique and delicate-sounding melodies. 
When playing, he elegantly glides between different musical genres, interpreting the compositions with 
great sensitivity and emotion. Apart from being involved in the Polka Nova project, he performs solo, with 
a repertoire inspired by many influential Brazilian composers such as Garoto, Dilermando Reis, João 
Pernambuco and Canhoto.  
 
Sylvia Hoffmann - a vibrant singer from Poland whose voice equally easily lends itself to carnival vibes as to 
the smoother rhythms of bossa nova, traditional samba, as well as classic and Latin jazz. In love with 
Brazilian music, she polished her skills performing with samba schools (Paraíso Samba School, Rhythms of 
the City, London School of Samba) at UK's many festivals and carnival parades, including the Notting Hill 
Carnival and the carnivals in Luton, Liverpool and Nottingham. For the past three years, she’s been 
involved in different music projects like Polka Nova, with Rafael Valim, and Roda de Samba Amigos de 
Londres, an authentic Brazilian ‘circle of samba’.  
 
Polka Nova provide quality entertainment at venues, private and corporate events, wine tasting sessions, 

cocktails, birthday parties and so on. Regular residencies in the past have included Number 1 Bar & 

Restaurant in London Bridge, Rincon Bar Espanol in Richmond, Candela in Clapton and Pizzeria Gostosa in 

Willesden Green. Polka Nova have also been invited to play at the Brazilian Embassy in London (May 2015) 

and in September, the trio will be performing at a bandstand at the Herne Hill Market as part of the Herne 

Hill Music Festival. (Herne Hill Station, Sunday 6th September 2015, 2pm)  

www.polkanovamusic.com   
www.facebook.com/PolkaNovaLondon 
https://twitter.com/PolkaNovaLondon 

 polkanovalondon@gmail.com  
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