
 

STORY 

The band Lapwings from Berlin, with musicians stemming from different walks of life, derives 
their name from the folkloric bird of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs representing newcomers to 
a –for them – foreign land.  

!
The 5-member international band began as Jeal, lead singer songwriter, cut his ties with the 
corporate world in 2013 and left his home in Belgium to give into his musical ambitions. 
After meeting and playing with cellist Natasha Jaffe the match was lit, that would later light 
the fire for establishing Lapwing’s unique organic sound and the band itself in 2015.  !
Different than the bird and its piercing trill, Lapwings forms a misty ambience with its light, 
smooth melodies, dynamic folk rhythms juxtaposed by melancholic lyrics. Its music is 
marked by elegance, repose and excitement bristling with warmth.  !
As the band continues to evolve, it performs in various formats, either as a trio with the third 
official member of the band Francesco de Rosa on the keyboard or with five parts complete 
with drums and bass for larger venues. !



MUSIC 

!
The Lapwings have recorded in February 2015 their first EP in the studio Al’Mojon in 
Belgium.  !

The EP is available here : 
https://soundcloud.com/lapwingstheband/sets/single-future-ep !!

EP Cover: 

!
VIDEO  

Their first music video for the single Love Blinkers is available here: !
http://youtu.be/cira4xLKfoA 

https://soundcloud.com/lapwingstheband/sets/single-future-ep
http://youtu.be/cira4xLKfoA


!
You can find video of live concerts (trio and full band) on their youtube account :  ! !

http://bit.ly/1yOWisb !!
MOVIE SOUNDTRACK 

An instrumental version of the track Happiness has been used for the trailer of the movie 
« What do we do with the silence ? »  !
https://vimeo.com/126545472 

!
CROWDFUNDING  

Lapwings succesfully made in June a crowdfunding campaign backed up by more than 60 
people with a total amount of 1927€ in order to print their first album on cds: !
http://www.visionbakery.com/lapwings?ln=en 

http://bit.ly/1yOWisb
https://vimeo.com/126545472
https://vimeo.com/126545472
http://www.visionbakery.com/lapwings?ln=en


SOCIAL MEDIA !
http://www.soundcloud.com/lapwingstheband 

!!
@Lapwingstheband 

!!
http://www.facebook.com/lapwingstheband 

!!
http://www.instagram.com/lapwingstheband 
 

 
lapwingstheband@gmail.com 

!
http://bit.ly/1yOWisb 

!
TOUR - AGENDA 

The band is currently booking concert dates for a trio summer tour (31th July - 9th August) in 
Germany and Belgium and they will go on tour in Germany-Belgium with the full band in 
October-November 2015.  !
07.08.2014: Rock Classic, Bruxelles, Belgium (duo) 
19.09.2014: Hard Rock 2, Berlin (duo) 
17.04.2015: Lagari, Berlin (trio). 
23.05.2015: Galattea Wine Bar (trio), Berlin. 
07.06.2015: Culture Container (full band), Berlin. 
18.06.2015: Wilma Art Gallery (trio), Berlin. 
21.06.2015: Cafe Dodo (trio), Berlin.  
27.06.2015: EP Release Party (full band), TheaterSpielRaum, Berlin. 
06.08.2015: Summer tour (trio) : Home concert, Huy, Belgium !
  !!!

http://www.soundcloud.com/lapwingstheband
http://www.twitter.com/lapwingstheband
http://www.facebook.com/lapwingstheband
http://www.instagram.com/lapwingstheband
http://bit.ly/1yOWisb


Various pictures from the Lapwings and their members 
!
Lapwings concerts 

Lagari Concert, Berlin, 2015 (Lapwings trio)

Culture Container, Berlin, 2015



 !!!!!! !!!

Soul & Folk Festival, 2014, Meiningen, Lapwings duo

Busking at Templehofer Feld, Berlin, 2015 (Lapwings trio)



!!
Photoshooting with Tanya Davidow 

!

Concert at Rock Classic, Bruxelles, 2014 (Lapwings duo)



!
 



EP Recording at Al’Môjon Studio, Belgium 

 

 



BAND MEMBERS 

The band base is made of the trio Jeal, Natasha and Francesco. When touring or for larger 
venues, they are joined by their usual session drummer and bass player. !
JEAL (Gilles TOUSSAINT) : Guitars  / Lead Vocal, Songwriter !!

Belgium, Singer Song Writer, 34 years old.  !
After a  few years of intensive techno DJing, Jeal slowly left the 
electronic scene when he started working on his Ph.D. During that 
time, he started to learn the guitar and to compose his own songs.  
In 2013, bored by his corporate job, he decided to leave 
everything behind to come to Berlin and follow his passion for  
music and  song writing. He played and developed his own music 
in the street and open mics of Berlin, where he met Natasha Jaffe 
(cello). Feeling a great connection with her, he decided to start the 
Lapwings band.   !!

https://www.facebook.com/jealmusic 
http://www.soundcloud.com/jealmusic 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ssaaAS6U_Nl8zMapkZ0yA/videos?
sort=p&view=0&flow=grid !
Past concerts as singer songwriter: 
19.09.2014, Hard Rock 2, Berlin : Jeal & Natasha Jaffe (Lapwings duo), concert with Mialy 
(FR). 
13.09.2014, Soul & Folk Festival, Meiningen: Jeal & Natasha Jaffe (Lapwings duo), concert 
with Enda Gallery (IR) 
07.08.2014, Rock Classic: Jeal & Natasha Jaffe (Lapwings duo), concert with Duo Beleza 
(US)  
+ see the previous Lapwings agenda. !
Past activites as DJ (Pseudo : Jeal Riley): 
Played intensitvely between 1998 and 2004 as a techno dj in Belgium, including at places 
such as the Botanique (Bruxelles), the Nandrin Festival and played with famous international 
djs such as Kenny Larkin (USA), Agoria (France), Ken Ishi (Japan), Darren Price (UK, 
Underworld dj), Jack de Marseille (Fr) and some of the most famous belgian Djs such as Front 
242, Fabrice Lig (F-Com Rec), Pierre (Fuse), Deg (Fuse), Psychogene (Fuse), Trish (Fuse),… !
www.soundcloud.com/jealriley !
Past activites as Event promotor and Artistic director: 
2004, 2005: Art Director for the E-Music Festival, Belgium. 
2002-2012: CEO of the Non-Profit Organisation Anachronic Day Dream, dedicated to the 
promotion of electronic music. 
1998-2006: organised more than 30 techno parties in the region of Huy, Belgium. 
  !!

https://www.facebook.com/jealmusic
http://www.soundcloud.com/jealmusic
http://botanique.be/en
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenny_Larkin
http://www.soundcloud.com/jealriley


NATASHA JAFFE – Cello !!
USA, 26 years old. Professional  cellist, cello and music 
improvisation teacher.   !
http://www.natashajaffe.com/  !
A graduate of Temple University’s Boyer College of Music and 
Dance  Master of Music program with professor Jeffrey Solow   
as well as a graduate of the Crane School of Music at SUNY 
Potsdam. 
 
As an orchestral musician she has held principal and co-
principal chairs and participated in the Temple University 
Symphony Orchestra as well as the Contemporary Ensemble 
and Opera Orchestra, under the batons of Luis Biava, Jay 
Krush, and Teri Murai. She has collaborated with the 
Orchestra of Northern New York as a section cellist, under the 

baton of Kenneth Andrews. She also participated in the founding season of the Lake George 
Music Festival, organized by Alex Lombard and Barbora Kolarova, as principal cellist of the 
Lake George Music Festival Orchestra conducted by Roger Kalia.   
 
While at Potsdam she held both section and leadership positions in her ensembles, acting as 
principal cellist of the Crane Symphony Orchestra and Opera Orchestra as well as assisting 
with the Crane Cello Ensemble as a section member and leader of the ensemble. She has 
returned to the Crane School of Music as a guest artist during the Lougheed-Kofoed Festival 
of the Arts at SUNY Potsdam. !
She was also a winner of the Mary Lou Hultberg String Scholarship during her four years at 
SUNY Potsdam, the Harry Kobialka Memorial Award as a junior, and the Empire State Music 
Competition in the Collegiate Strings category in 2008.  
 
A versatile performer, Ms. Jaffe has also collaborated with ensembles from the Divine Hand 
Ensemble directed by theremin player Mano Divina to the pop/rock band Steve Goldberg 
and the Arch Enemies and the electronic/pop band Resistor. With these ensembles she has 
performed at various Philadelphia venues. She has worked with Irish musician Enda Gallery,   
British musicians Declan Galbraith, Mark Fernyhough and the rock band  Velvet Starship  in 
Berlin, and is a current member of the Delphi Orchestra, which performed as part of the 
Exposure Berlin theater production, among other projects and including her Duo Beleza with 
Joy Stuhr.  !
Natasha currently lives in Berlin, Germany. She provides private Cello lessons to students of 
all ages and levels and teaches Music Improvisation Workshops. !
Beside the Lapwings band, Jeal and Natasha Jaffe have started together the Berliner Bären 
Jugendorchester, a youth orchestra for 10-18 years old kids who want to experience playing 
classical music in an orchestra. !
http://www.natashajaffe.com/berliner-baeren-jugendorchester.html 
http://www.berlinlogs.com/2015/02/striking-new-chord-with-berlins-young_6.html !

http://www.natashajaffe.com/
http://www.temple.edu/boyer/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.jeffreysolow.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.potsdam.edu/academics/Crane/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.onny.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.lakegeorgemusicfestival.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://roger-kalia.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.potsdam.edu/artsfestival/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.divinehand.net/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://stevegoldbergmusic.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://resistorsings.bandcamp.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://endagallery.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.declan-official.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.markfernyhough.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://velvetstarship.wordpress.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.exposure-berlin.com/en/ensemble/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.exposure-berlin.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://duobelezamusik.wix.com/home
http://www.natashajaffe.com/berliner-baeren-jugendorchester.html
http://www.berlinlogs.com/2015/02/striking-new-chord-with-berlins-young_6.html


!
FRANCESCO DE ROSA - piano  / keyboards / backing vocal 
 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Italy,  24 years old, Keyboard and drum player, Song writer.  !
Mastering the piano, keyboards and organs, Francesco also enjoys very much improvisation 
and is therefore a regular participant to open mics and jam sessions in Berlin. !
https://soundcloud.com/fraderosa !!
VARIAN VILLANUEVA - Bass / Backing vocals !

Puerto Rico, 33 years old, Professional musician 
(bass, guitar, Keyboard) and Singer Songwriter.  !
Varian began his musical training at age eight 
with classical piano. At age thirteen, listening 
Nirvana for the first time he decided that his 
thing was really the guitar. At age seventeen, he 
heard “The Free” for the first time, and the 
basslines of Andy Fraser affected him so much 
that he did not stop until he was able to play 
until the last note of their “Fire and Water” 
album. That’s were his true musical career 
started. At age twenty he discovered a band that 

changed my life: Weather Report. From this moment on, his commitment to the bass was 
almost total. As singer songwriter, Varian has his own band Smiles Ahead who just released 
an EP in 2015. !
http://vvarian.wix.com/varian 
http://smilesahead.bandcamp.com/ !

https://soundcloud.com/fraderosa
http://vvarian.wix.com/varian
http://smilesahead.bandcamp.com/


Benjamin Zee (replacing Mika the Elephant) – drums. 

Berlin, Germany, 26 years old, drummer currently carrying studies as Music Teacher.  


