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“...a painter of emotions 
           via music.” 

– AllAboutJazz.com

markus
gottschlich

- jazz pianist -

“...poised to become one of the 
  country’s leading jazz performers.”

– Miami Magazine
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“Gottschlich is a legitimate 
    triple threat 
  as performer, 
 composer, and educator.”
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Austrian-born pianist, composer, and Steinway Artist Markus 
Gottschlich belongs to the young lions of the Florida jazz scene. Like 
his own life story, Markus’ music reflects a unique blend of “old world” 
and “new world.” In his captivating live performances, his lyricism and 
technique contribute to his highly-individual sound.

Markus’ debut solo album in 2008, When the Day is Done, received 
tremendous critical acclaim. For his sophomore album, Of Places Between, 
released in the summer of 2013, Markus teamed up with Grammy 
Award-winning musicians Federico Britos and Jose Javier Freire. The 
global flavor with which his music is infused reveals an artistic journey 
that stretches far beyond his Austrian roots.  

Born and raised in Vienna, Austria, Markus grew up in what was once 
Beethoven’s apartment. After receiving a classical piano education from 
an early age on, he started exploring Jazz and moved to the US where 
he attended Admiral Farragut Academy, Concordia College - NY, and 
graduated from Western Connecticut State University.  

Markus currently serves as the Artistic Director of the Miami Beach 
Jazz Festival. He keeps a busy schedule performing and conducting 
clinics in the US and Europe, while working on new compositions and  
commissioned works.

markus
gottschlich

“The piano 
is an extension of Markus Gottschlich’s  
personality as truly as the trumpet was a conduit 
for Dizzy Gillespie’s voice, and the guitar is 

another appendage that Eric Clapton was 
born with so naturally in his hands. Nobody 

could imagine either Gillespie or Clapton 
without their instruments, which is 

something that both men have in 
common with Gottschlich.”

– Jazzreview.com

bio



markus
gottschlich 4

D
O

W
N

B
EA

T 
D

IA
N

N
E R

EEV
ES /// LO

U
 D

O
N

A
LD

SO
N

 /// G
EO

R
G

E C
O

LLIG
A

N
 /// C

R
A

IG
 H

A
N

D
Y

 /// JA
ZZ C

A
M

P
 G

U
ID

E 
M

A
R

C
H

 2
0

14 DOWNBEAT.COM

MARCH 2014 U.K. £3.50   

48    DOWNBEAT   MARCH 2014

INDIE LIFE

W hen pianist Markus Gottschlich 
left his native Vienna for St. 
Petersburg, Fla., at the age of 
17, he had no inkling that he 
would one day return to play 

the Vienna Jazz Festival. All he knew was that he 
needed to escape what he saw as the red tape and 
glass ceilings facing an aspiring jazzman in the 
Austrian capital.  

“I knew I had to get out of Vienna,” he said.
But the demands of life have a way of shaping an 

independent musician’s reality, and for Gottschlich, 
33, reality has come full circle. Even as his profile is 
rising in South Florida—in addition to performing, 
he is curating a weekly series at a top hotel and serv-
ing as artistic director of the new Miami Beach Jazz 
Festival—he finds himself mining Austria for quality 
gigs. Last summer, he played the Vienna festival, one 
stop on a month-long Austrian tour. 

“I’ve learned in my years of being an immigrant 
that you can’t afford to stand on just one thing,” he 
said. “You can’t just be in one place.”

After seven years in Miami—where he landed 
after leaving St. Petersburg for school in the 
Northeast and a performing stint in China—
Gottschlich has developed a loyal following there. 
Advancing a multicultural aesthetic tinged with a 
Viennese accent and tempered by an urbane sensibil-
ity, his solo concerts easily fill rooms like the 90-seat 
performing space at Steinway Piano Gallery Coral 
Gables, according to Aleksandr Bernhard, a pianist 
and Steinway sales associate. 

Gottschlich also draws crowds to some of the more 
elegant lounges in and around Miami, notably the one 
at the Eden Roc Miami Beach, where Nat “King” Cole 
once plied his trade. Weekly engagements in the room 
offer a reliable source of income and, when a concert 
looms, they function as de facto rehearsal sessions. 

The Eden Roc gives vent to Gottschlich’s busi-
ness side; when he is not performing in the venue, 
he presents emerging artists there. At the same time, 
he has found broader expression at the Miami Beach 
festival, for which he spent a grueling year booking 
artists, negotiating fees, handling sponsors and deal-
ing with the media, as well as preparing both the pro-
gram and his own set list. 

“I see how close I must have been to death,” he 
said, jokingly, noting the fatigue on his face in a video 
that was part of an electronic press kit made during 
the preparations for the festival.

However hard he worked pulling together what 
was the inaugural festival in November 2013, the 
effort yielded a host of worthwhile extras, including 
a week of student competitions and master classes 
leading up to performance day. 

The program that day brought to Miami Beach’s 
Fillmore Theater an eclectic mix of artists, opening 
with the New Orleans combo Brass-A-Holics and 
closing with the South Florida Jazz Orchestra featur-
ing trumpeter Brian Lynch.

The festival also brought Gottschlich together 
with Grammy-winning violinist Mads Tolling, who, 
along with bassist Jeff Carswell and drummer Jose 
Javier Freire, presented a set that Tolling said came 

off beautifully, even though the four musicians had 
played together only once before, at the Eden Roc. 
Tolling praised Gottschlich’s combination of musi-
cianship, administrative savvy and “entrepreneur-
ial spirit.” 

“He has a burning desire to put this thing called 
jazz into the public eye,” Tolling said. “He’s very 
relentless in that pursuit.” 

For Gottschlich and Tolling, who hails from 
Denmark, the festival could be a springboard to 
future collaborations. They share predilections 
(ranging from the musical to the athletic, both being 
basketball fanatics) and backgrounds (as emigrants 
from small Northern European countries who sin-
gle-mindedly made their way to the country where 
jazz was born).  

Gottschlich acknowledged that his artistic iden-
tity is bound up with his heritage. “You can’t grow up 
in Vienna without it becoming part of your music,” 
he said. But he also made the case that his future 
lies in finding and illuminating the space where his 
Austrian and American sides connect.  

His latest CD, Of Places Between (InnerCat), 
explores that space. “Sojourner,” an album highlight, 
is an explicit reference to the notion of the wander-
er, a concept strongly associated with Vienna in the 
Late Romantic period. But in the tune’s treatment, 
Gottschlich draws on the bossa nova, not European 
musical language. The result is neither Old World 
nor New, neither classical nor modern.

“In every song you find the places between,” he 
said. “I hope the album carries this message.”  DB

MARKUS GOTTSCHLICH

  Entrepreneurial  
        Spirit
                        By Phillip Lutz
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“Advancing a multicultural aesthetic tinged with a Viennese  
      accent and tempered by an urbane sensibility.”

magazine 
features
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“Poised to become one of the country’s  
                   leading jazz performers.”

magazine 
features

http://digital.modernluxury.com/publication/?i=152181&p=94#%7B
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“A musical free spirit”

magazine 
features
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magazine 
features

http://www.floridasunmagazine.com/artikel/auswandern-visa/markus-gottschlich-tropische-piano-improvisationen.html
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“Of places between is,  

admittedly, an audible  

autobiography, but it’s 

more than that; it’s a 

look at a world without  

borders.”

music reviews

http://www.allaboutjazz.com/of-places-between-markus-gottschlich-innercat-music-group-review-by-dan-bilawsky.php
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music reviews

http://www.jazzweekly.com/2013/10/markus-gottschlich-of-places-between/
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“Following the traditions  

of Chick Corea and Keith 

Jarrett, we find Markus 

Gottschlich ready to 

emerge as the next 

great pianist for a new 

generation.”

“...a living, breathing  

organism of sonic  

synergy...”

music reviews

http://www.criticaljazz.com/2013/08/markus-gottschlich-of-places-between.html
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music reviews
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music reviews
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“...wealth of detail,  the 

constant surprise, and 

the depth of emotion 

that is present in virtually 

every moment.”

music reviews

http://www.allaboutjazz.com/when-the-day-is-done-markus-gottschlich-self-produced-review-by-budd-kopman.php
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interviews
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interviews
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interviews

http://www.unikaannika.com/blog/2014/11/18/interview-with-markus-gottschlich
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interviews

http://www.axs.com/interview-markus-gottschlich-blends-classical-music-and-impromptu-jazz-42780
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interviews
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interviews



markus
gottschlich 20

accolades

http://www.steinway.com/news/press-releases/markus-gottschlich-joins-steinway-sons-artists-roster/
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accolades

1st Prize of the International Contest for Piano Creativity

http://elblogdelacreatividadalpiano.blogspot.com.es/2014/11/markus-gottschlich-premio-concurso.html?m=1
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sample
concert billings
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sample
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sample
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sample
concert billings
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contact

booking

w www.gottschlichmusic.com 

e booking@gottschlichmusic.com

Markus is available for booking as a solo  

pianist, with his trio, or with a large ensemble. 

Markus is also available to teach at  

workshops and clinics.

markus
gottschlich


