


Born from the cultural crossroads of Europe and the Middle East, 
Kostana is a musical collective that transcends borders and genres.

Imagine a stage alive with color and energy, where haunting chants 
and unfamiliar languages intertwine with rhythms 
that compel you to dance. 

Our performances are a captivating journey, offering a glimpse into 
a musical world where tradition and innovation coexist in perfect 
harmony.

Mixing the musical accents of the Balkan countries with the language 
of jazz and the rhythms of Macedonian turbo-folk, the musicians 
burst beyond their borders, igniting the surrounding air. The 
dancer, through contemporary corporeality, opens new horizons 
by delineating the festive, sketching the intimate, and delivering a 
rebellious energy. 

Each concert is an adventure, a unique story. A breath of freedom 
that they share generously through their improvisations and desires 
for openness.

STEP INTO A WORLD WHERE BULGARIAN DANCES, ELECTRO SOUNDS AND 
TEXTURES, MACEDONIAN TURBO-FOLK AND TURKISH RHYTHMS CONVERGE 

IN A THRILLING CONCERT EXPERIENCE. 
KOSTANA FEAT. ZÉLIF BLEND THE VIBRANT SOUNDS OF A BULGARIAN 

ACCORDION, THE SOULFUL DEPTH OF FREE-JAZZ SAX, THE ELECTRIFYING BEATS 
OF A DARBUKA, AND THE CAPTIVATING MOVEMENT OF A DYNAMIC DANCER.

***

m Kostana : Daïchovo horo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2f2WlutMb2Q


Origins
Kostana was formed in January 2022 following 
the meeting between Raoul (accordion and 
vocals) and Simon (saxophones and vocals). 

Initially a duo, the two musicians explore a blend of their 
respective universes : Balkan music and songs for one, 
the language of jazz and free improvisations for the other. 

Stuart (percussion) quickly joins the adventure, 
bringing his knowledge of Middle Eastern rhythms, 
the finesse of his darbouka playing, and elements of 
electronic percussion that pave the way for hypnotic 
trances inspired by the repetitive music of rave parties.

Regularly, other artists are invited to share the stage 
with Kostana (singing, dancing, rapping, slamming, 
or playing other musical instruments), thus paving 
the way for rich interdisciplinary encounters. 

Zélif (dance) joins the project in 2023, connecting with 
the trio through improvisation during live sessions. She 
then engages in choreographic writing for several pieces. 

Zélif's hybrid dance naturally finds its place in Kostana's 
sound universe, blending a variety of aesthetics. With origins 
in traditional and jazz dance, she immerses herself in more 
forward-thinking contemporary experiments through hip-
hop.

It is from this meeting that the powerful multidisciplinary 
stage form emerges: Kostana feat. Zelif. Affilieted with Tartino Production ! 

Kostana's E.P -  Facebook - Linktree

m  Kostana : Ratchenitsa

https://kostana1.bandcamp.com/album/kostana
https://www.facebook.com/people/Tartino-Production/100090588024877/?paipv=0&eav=AfbrSCEcKb-kXTRWxXqelbJeVKg4am7ri8-i9ZPJNLa8_pm40lG_Lz1nMAySWQaLWDw
https://linktr.ee/tartinoprod
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMez37rWD5c


A Fusion 
of Sounds and Cultures

Our musical journey has taken us to Bulgaria, Turkey, India, and 
Egypt, where we’ve been inspired by the diverse rhythms, languages, 
and cultures that shape our artistic vision. 

We weave these influences into a tapestry of sound that resonates 
with audiences, inviting you to join us in our exploration of rhythm, 
movement, and emotion.

Kostana is the meeting point between Bulgarian dances, Macedonian 
turbo-folk, and the rhythmic pulse of Turkish music. 
Our sound expands traditional boundaries, creating a sonic explosion 
that fills every corner of the room. With unbridled improvisations and 
a musical language that echoes the freedom of gypsy life, we invite 
you to experience a world of intense rhythmic trances supported by 
electronic triggers and effects.

At the heart of our musical exploration is dance in its broadest sense.

It’s through dance that we let our personalities shine, meeting the 
audience in the moment through improvisation. Zelif’s innovative 
choreography transforms our performances into an intimate 
celebration of movement, self-expression, and connection, inviting 
you to be part of the experience.

Every performance is a canvas painted with the vibrant hues of joy and 
spontaneity. We aim to surprise, move, and create an experience that 
stays with you long after the last note fades.



Meet the Artists Behind the Magic

Raoul Gourbin (Accordion) : A passionate musician deeply rooted in Bulgarian 
traditions, Raoul reimagines the accordion, transforming it into an instrument 
of surprise and innovation.

Eager to present the accordion where it is least expected, he plays and 
experiments in atypical projects such as Bai ̈kal (rap), OuatDafak (electronic 
music), Me ́tafortes (poetry/rap), Tchaï Kolectiv (a Balkan collective of 
20 artists) Hein Quoi? (a trio of Bulgarian traditional music) and the Cie 
Poumon Gauche (theater). 

Simon Riou (Saxophones) : A seeker of new sounds, Simon blends 
classical training with free-form improvisation, creating a sonic landscape 
that invites exploration.

He has been passionate about music since the age when he discovered 
that he could blow into tubes to produce sound. Besides his training at 
the universities of Toulouse and Montreal, the Toulouse Conservatory, 
and jazz courses at CNSMDP, he multiplies encounters and experiences to 
satisfy his curiosity and desire to learn and discover. 

Currently, he invests his energy in several projects such as the  Orchestra 
of the Collectif Baraque à Free (joys of free improvisation), Ballast (Balkan 
rock), A+B (saxophone duo), Shtrob (jazz trio) et  Sillage (jazz  quintet).

•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFJgxnxqaZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7SVOGXG1cg
https://metafortes.bandcamp.com/album/m-tafortes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MhUaxbeBA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_hcy8oI5QY
https://ciepoumongauche.com
https://ciepoumongauche.com
https://baraqueafree.com/
https://baraqueafree.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@ballast7530
https://www.facebook.com/Sax.Disparate


Stuart Dickson (Percussion) : ‘Not your usual Scottish percussionist' Stuart 
adds layers of rhythmic intensity with his mastery of the darbuka and electronic 
effects, driving the band’s hypnotic grooves.
Passionate about rhythm, he plays darbuka, tablas, drums, davul, daf, and many 
other percussion that give his playing the colors of travel and an unmistakable 
groove. 

He spent eleven years in Turkey, Egypt, and India studying and playing 
traditional Arab, Turkish, Greek, Balkan, and Indian music. This passionate 
learning has led him to record several albums of original compositions. 

He frequently plays internationally with groups such as Light in Babylon, 
(Turkish and Sephardic music) and Johnny Makam (Balkan music). 

Zelif (Dance) : A multidisciplinary artist, Zelif navigates theater, dance, and 
music, creating movements that challenge and inspire, bringing the music to 
life in a powerful visual form.

Rich in a diverse practical and theoretical learning experience, it is on stage 
that she has forged her path: outdoors, in theaters, bars, barns, and other 
curious venues. Unusual in her experience, interpretation, and collaborations, 
she crosses the realms of theater, dance, music, and academic research. 

Freely navigating through contemporary, hip-hop, traditional, jazz, 
performative, and dramatic aesthetics, she deploys methods of improvisation 
and writing based on bodily states and musicality. 

Today, she also dances with Baïkal (rap) and plays with Cie Peau-Ethique 
(theater/popular education) ; she works on mediation and collaborates with 
various artists for choreographic and dramatic writings, or for improvised 
shared performances!m Live

•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIyDCyiN3v0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38ovUFjtzA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOpcGwCH1sI
https://peau-ethique.wixsite.com/my-site
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfwxhmGYAOgMWW12fbyEZ59e2JIq04_aC


TOUR 2024
05/31 //.....................Engrangeons la Musique // Sault-Brenaz (01)
05/31 //......Engrangeons la Musique // Saint Sorlin en Bugey (01)
06/01 //.........................Engrangeons la Musique // Innimond (01)
06/01 //.........................Les Embardées - Tartino prod. // Lyon (69)
06/02 //..........Engrangeons la Musique // Serrières de Briord (01)
07/04 //.......................................................L'Appentis // Marges (26)
07/05 //................................Le Remue-Méninges // St-Etienne (42)
07/06 //.....................................Les Zaccros d'ma rue // Nevers (58)
07/22 //...........................................C. Keller // Weimar (Allemagne)
07/24 //............................................Q Cafe // Marburg (Allemagne)
07/25 //................................Dans un squat //Dresden (Allemagne)
08/20 //...............................................Auberge HI // Chamonix (74)
08/23 //...............................................Jardin des Cimes // Passy (74)
08/24 //............................Bistrot de l'Aubette // Gurgy la Ville (21)
08/25 //...............................................La Roue Libre // Trévoux (01)
08/28 //...........................Le Commun des Mortels // Grenoble (38)
08/29 //...........................Guinguette de Aoust // Aoust-sur-Sy (26)
09/22 //........................................Musée du Quercob // Puivert (11)
10/19 //.........................................Le Bal des Utopies // Valence (26)
11/01 //.......................................................Café Plùm // Lautrec (81) 
11/02 //................................................... L'Astronef // Toulouse (31)

https://www.kostanaofficial.com/
@mail : kostana.balkan@gmail.com

Stuart : 0033.769549849
Raoul : 0033.642083843

m  Stapil dobri remixed by La Coinchette
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JOIN US ! FEEL THE RHYTHM, DANCE, 
AND EXPERIENCE THE UNFORGETTABLE !

Let Kostana feat. Zelif take you on a transformative journey where music, dance, 
and electronic elements collide in an explosion of creativity and emotion. 

Whether you dance with us or simply absorb the magic, 
you are an essential part of this artistic evolution. 

Join us and lose yourself in rhythm, 
passion, and cross-cultural celebration!

https://www.kostanaofficial.com/
https://kostana1.bandcamp.com/track/stapil-dobri-remix-by-la-coinchette
https://www.facebook.com/kostanamusic
https://www.instagram.com/kostana_balkan/

