
Yi j ia  Tu is  a  Chinese z i ther  (Guzheng)  p layer ,  s inger-songwr i ter ,  mult i -
instrumenta l is t ,  and music  industry  profess ional  based in  the UK.  She started
her  music  career  as  a  f ina l is t  in  a  5M v iewership Chinese music  show and has

won the CMA (Chinese Music  Awards) .  Y i j ia  is  a lso featured on BBC Wor ld
Serv ice ,  Radio 3 ,  NPR,  and WOMAD Fest iva l .  She studied Music  at  SOAS and the

Univers i ty  of  Oxford and has a  ‘G lobal  Ta lent ’  endorsement  f rom the Arts  Counci l
UK.  Hav ing recent ly  re leased a  s ing le  ‘ I t ’ s  Not  Up To You ’ ,  w i th  the iconic  indie

fo lk  band Stornaway ,  she wi l l  a lso be their  spec ia l  guest  across  the UK tour  th is
October/November .  Y i j ia  has a lso recent  re leased an art is t  ser ies  EP ‘Chinese
Whisperer ’  w i th  BMG/Al t -L i fe  music .  Through explor ing her  cu l tura l  ident i ty  in
music ,  Y i j ia  is  committed to  d ivers i fy ing the UK music  scene and br idg ing the

Chinese and UK music  scenes through her  mult id isc ip l inary  works .  
 Scan QR Code below for  more music  and soc ia l  l inks .

Yijia 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0g3n4kz
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0g3n4kz
https://stornoway.lnk.to/notuptoyou
https://linktr.ee/yijia_music


Yijia appeared as a semi-finalist in the popular Chinese singer-songwriter talent show “Sing My
Song” at the age of 16. After graduating from high school with a certificate in composition, Yijia
was signed to a label and released her debut album “17” with Sony Records.

In collaboration with Chinese and internationally acclaimed musicians such as Grammy winner
Luca Bignardi, Liu Huan, and the China Philharmonic Orchestra, the album won “Media’s Choice
Award” at the renowned 2015 CMA (Chinese Music Awards). 

Yijia was also nominated as “Best New Chinese Artist” at the “Chinese Media Music Awards” in the
same year. Yijia has also done several cross-over collaborations in the experiment of new sales
format for physical albums. The song “Eventually” or" 春上村树 " was chosen as the theme song
for Haruki Murakami’s Chinese release of the book “Men Without Women” by the Shanghai
Translation Publishing House. 
Xiaomi’s Earphone company 1MORE also released a product named after Yijia which features her
music inside a USB attached to the Swarovski elements® and iF Industrial Design award-winning
earphone. 

Yijia also performed at numerous events and festivals such as the Chongqing and Zhangbei
Outdoor Music Festival, one of the largest festivals in China that features an audience of up to
80,000 people. 



In  2016,  Y i j ia  moved to  London in  pursu i t  o f  her  educat ion
and studied Music  at  SOAS (School  o f  Or ienta l  and Afr ican
Studies )  Univers i ty  o f  London.  

Y i j ia  has  part ic ipated in  a  wide range of  mus ic ,  ar ts
 and cu l tura l  events ,  inc lud ing WOMAD 2022 (D&B
Soundscape Stage) ,  BBC Radio
 3 's  "Mus ic  P lanet" ,  ' In  Tunes"/ " Introduc ing"  L ive ,
 London Inter fa i th  Music  Fest iva l  a t  the Br i t i sh  Museum,
Portsmouth V ic tor ious  Fest iva l ,  R ich  Mix  London,  Oxford
Town Hal l ' s  Ch inese New Year  Gala ,  Greenwich & Lewisham
Young People 's  Theatre ,  The Cur ious  Arts  Fest iva l ,  SOAS
Graduat ion Ceremony ,  The Golden Hinde,  Amnesty
Internat iona l  UK,  Sky  TV-China Hour  Chinese New Year
Celebrat ion ,  and 'A  Wor ld  in  London'  w i th  DJ  R i tu .  

Drawing insp irat ions  f rom d i f ferent  music  e lements
throughout  t ime and h is tory ,  espec ia l l y  f rom China
 and East  As ia ,  Y i j ia  hope to  br ing  these under-exposed
and undermined sounds to  people  who enjoy  music .  

As  the founder  of  the fo lk  fus ion band pro ject ,  “The Sages” ,
through both or ig ina l  mus ica l  composi t ion
 and adaptat ion of  anc ient  t rad i t iona l  sounds ,  Y i j ia  hopes
to keep the t rad i t ion a l i ve  and expand and d ivers i fy
people ’s  mus ica l  taste  and knowledge about  interest ing
cul tures  and trad i t ions  other  than the i r  own.  


