AJM Timeline: 

Born 7/7/1955
1961: - First public performance singing, “When you come to the end of a lollipop”
1964-70 - Sang in church choirs and chapel choir of The Royal Hospital School. Became soloist and leading choirboy. Sang in cathedrals in the south and east of England. Sang with outstanding classical harpist Susan Drake in Bury cathedral and was leading choirboy for RHS choir as guest choir in St.Paul’s Cathedral at the National Seafarers Service.
1972 – Left school and started work at Debenhams Department store in Plymouth. Bought guitar with first week’s wages. Began to play guitar (badly), sing (even worse) and write atrocious songs.
1973 – Left native Cornwall to work in London. Worked as a waiter, a Tax Officer, Assisstant Hotel Manager and Kitchen Porter in a hospital. Started doing floor spots in folk clubs and small gigs. Met and learned from some of the best folk singers of the day: Paul Downes and Phil Beer, Mike Cooper, Allan Taylor, Richard Digance and many others. 
1979 – On the advice of best friend Gerd Lewandowski (later keyboarder and guitarist in AMB) left job near Reading and went to live in Cologne, Germany. Began life as a busker. Became an almost instant hit with the young people at the time, attracting huge crowds daily. Was filmed several times by WDR and started to meet and observe some of the most successful buskers. Glynn Nicholas went on to become one of Australia’s most famous comedians. Brian Flynn became a successful TV producer and director in Ireland. Alan played with both of them. Learned how to hold crowd’s attention and to make them sing and laugh. Became a successful and popular street performer.
1980 – Returned to UK to learn to drive and acquire equipment. Worked as a foundry worker, barman and a bus driver. Continued to play on the street, in folk clubs and in small rock bands. 
1981 – Began studying Drama, Creative Writing and Music at Crewe and Alasager College. One fellow student was Choo Keng, who went on to become the film star “Michelle Yeoh”. Continued to play in folk clubs and ran a very successful college folk club and other activities. Was awarded college colours for services to the Student Union. Improved out of all recognition as a guitarist. Met several other leading folk singers, including the late, great Cyril Tawney, who turned out to be a friend of his Dad’s. Appeared on national TV and played for striking miners.
1984 -  Returned to Cologne to resume life as a busker. Became a one man band and made a living playing on the street and entertaining in cafés and bars. Was quickly invited to join a blues band, Grandfank Special. This developed into a pop-rock band, which built up a large following among young people in Cologne before it dissolved in 1988. Appeared on Dutch TV while playing in Leiden, Holland. 
1985 – Began playing in the Irish Pub scene all over Germany.
1986 – Busked, played many gigs and festivals until serious illness struck in September. Nearly died from hepatitis B.
1987 – Resumed busking and gigging following recovery. Played briefly with former Bläck Fööß keyboarder “Joko” Jaenisch.
1988 – Played Linz Pflasterspektakel for the first time. Was instantly popular, getting a lot of press, TV appearances and led to gigs in Austria.
1989 – Continued to perform in Austria, Switzerland, Germany, Holland, Czech Republic, Italy, etc. Formed “Alan’s Abits” with Markus Apitius and Thomas Kärner.
1990 – “Alan’s Abits” well received at gigs and on radio broadcasts.
1990 – Recorded tracks with Köln stalwarts Manes Werr and Frank Hocker.
1996 -  Withdrew from Irish Pub scene for family reasons. Continued to write, perform and busk.
1999 – Made several appearances on Viva II “Kamikazee” as “house band” with Nils Ruf. 
2001 – Released highly acclaimed first album “Small Voice Crying”, which was produced by Markus Apitius.
2004 – Made a TV film “Musik Ohne Noten”  (SWF3) with independent film producer Michael Schomers.
2005 – Released second album “Travellers’ Tales” (also produced by Markus Apitius) to even more critical acclaim. Airplay on small stations (including BBC) world wide. Toured UK with Markus Apitius.
2006 – At Gerd Lewandowski’s suggestion, revived “Alan’s Abits” with Gerd, Markus and Alan. Began to gig again as a trio.
2009 – Successful concert in Lennep, at which album “Live in Lennep” was recorded. Rave reviews in press.
2011 – Signed to MCS music publisher. Whole concert broadcast three times in a week on Kanal Ratte Radio. Story to be continued...

